Zen Master Yunmen #1

Having come to the Dharma Hall [to instruct the assembly], the Master remained silent for a long time and then said:
"The knack of giving voice to the Dao is definitely difficult to figure out. Even if every word matches it, there still are a multitude of other ways; how much more so when I rattle on and on? So what's the point of talking to you right now?
"Though each of the three collections of Buddhist teaching has its specific sphere — the vinaya pertains to the study of monastic discipline, the sutras to the study of meditative concentration, and the treatises to the study of wisdom — the five vehicles of the three-part Buddhist canon and the eight teachings of the five periods really all boil down to just one thing, namely, the one vehicle. It is perfect and immediate — and extremely difficult to fathom. Even if you could understand it right now, you'd still be as different from this patch-robed monk as earth is from heaven. If in my assembly someone's ability is manifested in a phrase, you'll ponder in vain. Even if, in order to make progress, you sorted out all Chan teachings with their thousand differences and myriad distinctions, your mistake would still consist in searching for proclamations from other people's tongues.
"So how should one approach what has been transmitted? By talking in here about 'perfect' and 'immediate'? By [this] here or [that] there? Don't get me wrong: you must not hear me say this and then speculate that 'not perfect' and 'not sudden' are it!
"There must be a real man in here! Don't rely on some master's pretentious statements or hand-me-down phrases that you pass off everywhere as your own understanding! Don't get me wrong. Whatever your problem right now is: try settling it just here in front of the assembly!"
At the time Prefectural Governor Ho was present. He performed the customary bow and said, "Your disciple requests your instruction."
The Master replied, "This weed I see is no different!"

Zen Master Yunmen #2

An official asked, "Is it true that the Buddha Dharma is like the moon in the water?"
The Master replied, "[Even] a pure wave has no way of penetrating through [to the moon]."
The official pressed on. "By what way did you reach it, Reverend?"
The Master answered, "Where did you get this second question from?"
The official went on. "How about my situation right now?"
The Master said, "The road across this mountain pass is totally blocked!"

Zen Master Yunmen #3

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "Since antiquity, the old worthies have transmitted mind by mind. Today I ask you, Master: What device do you use?"
The Master said, "When there's a question, there's an answer."
The questioner went on, "In this case it isn't a useless device!"
The Master replied, "No question, no answer."

Zen Master Yunmen #4

Someone asked, "What about the occasion when the hen pecks and the chick files?"
The Master said, "Crack!"
The questioner went on. "Does this apply [to me]?"
The Master said, "Slowly, slowly!"

Zen Master Yunmen #5

Someone asked, "What's my central concern?"
The Master replied, "Hey, this question really got me!"

Zen Master Yunmen #6

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "How about a phrase that is separately transmitted outside the written teachings?"
The Master said, "Come on, present this question to the whole assembly!"

Zen Master Yunmen #7

The Master said,
"Don't say that I'm deceiving you today! I simply cannot help performing a messy scene in front of you; what a laughing-stock I'd be if some clear-sighted man were to see me! But right now I cannot avoid this.
"So let me ask you all: What has so far been the matter with you? What do you lack? If I tell you that nothing whatsoever is the matter then I've already buried you; you yourself must arrive at that realization! Don't give free rein to your mouths for haphazard questioning. It's pitch-black in your hearts, and one of these days something will be very much the matter!
"If you're of hesitant disposition, then you might turn your sight toward the teachings of the old masters and look hither and thither to find out what they mean. You do want to attain understanding, don't you?! The reason [you're unable to do so] is precisely that your own illusion accumulated over innumerable eons is so thick that when in some lifetime you hear someone talk [about the Dharma], you get doubts. Seeking understanding by asking about the Buddha and his teaching, about going beyond and coming back [into the conditioned]," you move further and further away from it. When you direct your mind toward it you've gone astray; how much more so if you use words to describe it? What if 'not directing one's mind' were it? Why, is anything the matter? Take care!"

Zen Master Yunmen #8

Someone asked, "What tune do you sing, Master?"
The Master replied, "The twenty-fifth of the twelfth month!"
"What if I sing it?"
"Slowly, slowly!"

Zen Master Yunmen #9

Someone asked, "What did the Patriarch intend in coming from the West?"
Master Yunmen replied, "That's as clear as day!"

Zen Master Yunmen #10

Someone asked, "What is the way beyond?"
The Master said, "Nine times nine is eighty-one."

Zen Master Yunmen #11

Someone asked, "What is my 'I'?"
The Master said, "It's strolling in the mountains and enjoying the rivers."
"And what is your 'I,' Reverend?"
The Master replied, "You're lucky that the precentor isn't here!"

Zen Master Yunmen #12

Someone asked, "How about [the Buddha,] the instructor?"
The Master answered, "That's too rude!"

Zen Master Yunmen #13

"What is the teaching of the [Buddha's] whole lifetime?"
"Speaking in tune with any particular [occasion]."

Zen Master Yunmen #14

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is the eye of the genuine teaching?"
The Master said, "Everything!"

Zen Master Yunmen #15

Someone asked: "What does 'Sitting correctly and contemplating true reality' mean?"
The Master said, "A coin lost in the river is found in the river."

Zen Master Yunmen #16

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is the monk's practice?"
The Master replied, "It cannot be understood."
The questioner carried on. "Why can't it be understood?"
"It just cannot be understood!"

Zen Master Yunmen #17

A monk inquired, "What is the meaning of the [Buddhist] teachings?"
The Master asked back, "What sutra are you reading?"
The monk replied, "The Wisdom Sutra."
The Master cited, " 'All knowledge is pure.' Have you seen this even in a dream?"
The monk said, "Let's leave 'All knowledge is pure' aside. What is the meaning of the teachings?"
The Master replied, "If in your heart you had not failed someone, you would not be blushing! But I spare you the thirty blows of the staff [you deserve]."

Zen Master Yunmen #18

Someone asked, "What is the eye of the genuine [teaching]?"
Master Yunmen said, "The steam of rice gruel."

Zen Master Yunmen #19

Someone asked, "What is perfect concentration (samadhi)?"
The Master replied, "Shut up unless I ask you!"

Zen Master Yunmen #20

Someone asked, "What is the place from whence all the buddhas come?"
Master Yunmen said, "[Where] the East Mountains walk on the river."

Zen Master Yunmen #21

Someone said, "Please, Master, show me a way in!"
The Master said, "Slurping gruel, eating rice."

Zen Master Yunmen #22

The Master said,
"I have no choice; if I tell you that right now nothing is the matter, I have already buried you. However much you want to make progress and seek intellectual understanding by looking for words and chasing after phrases and setting up questions and inquiries by means of a thousand differences and myriad distinctions: it just brings you a glib tongue and leads you further and further from the Way. Where is there an end to this?
"If this very matter could simply be found in words — the three vehicles' twelve divisions of teachings certainly do not lack words, do they? Then why would one speak of a 'transmission outside the scriptural teachings'? If wisdom were a function of studying interpretations, it would merely be like that of the saints of the ten stages who, though disseminating the Dharma as [plentifully as] clouds and rain, were still severely reprimanded [by the Buddha] because they perceived their self-nature as if through a veil of gauze. Hence we know that any kind of 'having mind' is as far away [from what is at stake here] as the sky from the earth.
"However, when someone gets there, speaking about fire does not burn his mouth. He can discuss the matter all day long without it ever touching his lips and teeth and without uttering a single word. Though he eats and all day long and wears his robe, he never touches a single grain of rice nor a single thread.
"Anyway, this is still only talk about our teachings; but you must really make them yours! If within these walls a phrase packs a punch, then you will ponder in vain. Even if you can accept some statement as you hear it, you're still daydreamers."
At the time a monk asked, "How about such a phrase?"
The Master replied, "Brought up."

Zen Master Yunmen #23

Someone asked, "What is 'being silent while speaking'?"
The Master said, "A clear opportunity just slipped through your fingers!"
The questioner went on. "And what is 'speaking while being silent'?"
The Master said, "Oh!"
The questioner continued, "What is it like when one is neither silent nor talking?"
With his staff the Master drove the questioner out of the hall.

Zen Master Yunmen #24

Someone asked, "What is Yunmen's sword?"
The Master said, "Founder."

Zen Master Yunmen #25

Someone asked, "What is the place from which all buddhas come?"
Master Yunmen said, "Next question, please!"

Zen Master Yunmen #26

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is the absolute concentration that comprehends every single particle of dust?"
The Master replied, "Water in the bucket, food in the bowl."

Zen Master Yunmen #27

"How about the place of nonthinking?"
The Master replied, "Cognition can hardly fathom it."

Zen Master Yunmen #28

"How about when one makes a hole in the wall in order to steal the neighbor's light?"
"There it is!"

Zen Master Yunmen #29

The Master said,
"All twelve divisions of the three vehicles' teachings explain it back and forth, and the old monks of the whole empire grandly proclaim, 'Come on, try presenting to me even a tiny little bit of what it all means!' All of this is already medicine for a dead horse.
"Nevertheless, how many are there who have come even that far? I don't even dare to hope for an echo of it in your words or a hidden sharp point in one of your phrases.
A blink of an eye — a thousand differences.
When the wind is still, the waves are calm.
May you rest in peace!"

Zen Master Yunmen #30

Someone asked, "What is the fundamental teaching?"
Master Yunmen said, "No question, no answer."

Zen Master Yunmen #31

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "How about: 'The Triple World is but mind, and the myriad things are but consciousness'?"
The Master said, "Today I don't answer any questions."
The questioner insisted. "Why don't you answer any questions?"
The Master said, "Will you understand it in the year of the donkey?"

Zen Master Yunmen #32

Someone asked Yunmen, "What is the sword [so sharp that it cuts even] a hair blown [over its blade]?"
The Master said, "Chop!"
He added, "Slash!"

Zen Master Yunmen #33

Someone asked, "What is the inward-and-outward radiance?"
Master Yunmen asked back, "In what direction is your question pointed?"
The questioner said, "What is reaching the light?"
The Master asked, "If someone suddenly asked you this, what would you say?"
The questioner continued, "How about after reaching the light?"
The Master replied, "Forget the light; give me first the reaching!"

Zen Master Yunmen #34

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is the most urgent phrase?"
The Master said, "Eat!"

Zen Master Yunmen #35

Someone asked, "What is the original mind?"
The Master said, "You've raised it; it's quite apparent!"

Zen Master Yunmen #36

Someone asked Yunmen, "What is the essence of a patch-robed monk?"
The Master said, "It's your turn!"
The questioner insisted, "Please, Master, tell me!"
The Master said, "I'm playing the harp for an ox!"

Zen Master Yunmen #37

Having entered the Dharma Hall Master Yunmen said:
"Brothers! You certainly have visited many regions searching for knowledge in order to settle [the problem of] life-and-death; and everywhere you went there must have been masters who gave you expedient words of compassion. Now is there any statement of theirs that you could not penetrate? Come forward and try relating it, so that I can discuss it with all of you! Anything? Anything?"
Just when a monk who had stepped forward was about to ask a question, the Master said, "Go! Go! You're farther than a hundred thousand [miles] from the road to India."
With that the Master left his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #38

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is most urgent for me?"
The Master said, "The very you who is afraid that he doesn't know!"

Zen Master Yunmen #39

Someone asked, "What is the mooing of the clay ox of the snow peak?"
The Master said, "Mountains and rivers are running away!"
"And how about the neighing of Yunmen's wooden horse?"
Master Yunmen replied, "Heaven and earth black out."

Zen Master Yunmen #40

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "How about doing as one pleases?"
The Master said, "It's your turn!"

Zen Master Yunmen #41

Having entered the Dharma Hall, Master Yunmen said:
"If, in bringing up a case I cause you to accept it instantly, I am already spreading shit on top of your heads. Even if you could understand the whole world when I hold up a single hair, I'd still be operating on healthy flesh.
"At any rate, you must first truly attain this level of realization. If you're not yet there, you must not pretend that you are. Rather, you ought to take a step back, seek under your very feet, and see what there is to what I am saying!
"In reality, there is not the slightest thing that could be the source of understanding or doubt for you. Rather, you have the one thing that matters, each and every one of you! Its great function manifests without the slightest effort on your part; you are no different from the patriarch-buddhas! [But since] the root of your faith has always been shallow and the influence of your evil actions massive, you find yourselves all of a sudden wearing many horns. You're carrying your bowl bag far and wide through thousands of villages and myriads of hamlets: What's the point of victimizing yourselves? Is there something you all are lacking? Which one of you full-fledged fellows hasn't got his share?
"Though you may accept what I am saying for yourself, you're still in bad shape. You must neither fall for the tricks of others nor simply accept their directives. The instant you see an old monk open his mouth, you tend to stuff those big rocks right into yours, and when you cluster in little groups to discuss [his words], you're exactly like those green flies on shit that struggle back-to-back to gobble it up! What a shame, brothers!
"The old masters could not help using up their whole lifetime for the sake of you all. So they dropped a word here and half a phrase there to give you a hint. You may have understood these things; put them aside and make some effort for yourselves, and you will certainly become a bit familiar with it. Hurry up! Hurry up! Time does not wait for any man, and breathing out is no guarantee for breathing in again! Or do you have a spare body and mind to fritter away? You absolutely must pay close attention! Take care!"

Zen Master Yunmen #42

Someone asked, "What is the primary phrase?"
The Master said, "Nine times nine is eighty-one."
The monk bowed.
The Master said, "Come here!"
The monk stepped in front of the Master. The Master struck him.

Zen Master Yunmen #43

Someone asked, "I heard a teaching that speaks of the purity of all-encompassing wisdom. What is that purity like?"
Master Yunmen spat at him.
The questioner continued, "How about some teaching method of the old masters?"
The Master said, "Come here! Cut off your feet, replace your skull, and take away the spoon and chopsticks from your bowl. Now pick up your nose!"
The monk asked, "Where would one find such [teaching methods]?"
The Master said, "You windbag!" And he struck him.

Zen Master Yunmen #44

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is Chan?"
The Master replied, "That's it!"
The questioner went on, "What is the Dao?"
The Master said, "Okay!"

Zen Master Yunmen #45

Someone asked, "How about 'all things are the Buddha Dharma'?"
The Master replied, "The grannies of a three-house hick town crowd the city crossing. Do you understand?"
"No."
The Master said, "You're not the only one who does not understand; there's definitely someone else who doesn't!"

Zen Master Yunmen #46

Having entered the Dharma Hall, Master Yunmen said:
"I put the whole universe on top of your eyelashes in one fell swoop.
"You all heard me say this, yet I haven't the faintest hope that one of you will get all worked up, step forward, and give me a good hard whack. Well, take your time and examine in detail whether you have [the entire universe on your eyelashes] or not! What does it mean?
"Even though you may manage to understand this in here, as soon as you join my assembly you get beaten up so much that your legs break. The moment you hear me say that there's a sage at work somewhere, you should spit at me full in the face and offend my eyes and ears. But since you're not up to that, you immediately accept whatever people say. This already falls into the category of secondary action.
"Haven't you heard that the instant Deshan saw a monk enter the gate, he took up his stick and drove him away? And Muzhou, seeing a monk come in through the gate, said, 'It's a clear case, but I spare you the thirty blows [you deserve]!'
"And how should one deal with the rest? With this bunch of windbags who gulp down other people's pus and slobber, can recall heaps and loads of rubbish, and display their donkey lips and horse mouths everywhere, boasting, 'I can ask questions in five or ten alternative ways'? Even if you ask questions from morning till evening with the answers taking you into the night: Will you ever see anything, even in a dream? How will you apply your strength for the benefit of others?
"You resemble those people who, when someone invites the monks to a donated feast, say, 'The food is fine, but what's there to talk about [with the donor]?' Some day you'll be facing the King of Hell, Yama — and he won't accept your glib talk!
"My brothers, if there is one who has attained it, he passes his days in conformity with the ordinary. If you have not yet attained it, you must at any price avoid pretending that you have. You must not waste your time, and you need very much to pay close attention!
"The old men definitely had some word-creepers that could be of help. For instance, [my teacher] Xuefeng said, 'The whole world is nothing but you.' Master Jiashan said, 'Get hold of me on the tips of the hundred grasses, and recognize the emperor in the bustling marketplace.' Master Luopu said, 'The moment a single grain of dust arises, the whole world is contained in it. On [the tip of] a single lion's hair the whole body of the lion appears.'
"Anyway, try to get a firm hold [on the meaning of these sayings], pondering them from all angles—and after days or years an entrance will open up by itself! This matter does not allow anyone to step in for you; it is nothing but each person's very own mission. If some old monks come out into the world, it is just to act as witness for you. If you have found some entrance or some clue, you shouldn't lose sight of yourself. If as a matter of fact you haven't attained it yet, no methods applied [by a teacher] will be of any use.
"My brothers, you who all in the same way wear out your straw sandals on pilgrimages and turn your back on teachers and parents — you absolutely must fix your eyeballs directly on this! If you have not yet found any clue but have met an undisguised skillful [master who goes after you] like a dog that bites a boar, and who doesn't care about his own life and won't shy away from going through mud and water for you, and if he has something good for chewing, then blink your eyes and raise your eyebrows, hang your bowl bag high [on the wall], and for ten or twenty years exert yourself to the utmost! Don't worry about not bringing your effort to completion: should it happen that you do not yet achieve it in this lifetime, you will not fail to get a human body in the next one, and then it will turn out that you have saved labor with regard to this teaching. Thus you will not idly squander your whole life, and you will also not let down the patrons of Buddhism, your teachers, and your parents.
"You must be cautious! Don't idle away your time bumming around in the provinces and loitering in the districts, wandering thousands of miles with your staff across your shoulders, spending a winter here and a summer there, enjoying the beautiful mountains and rivers and doing whatever you feel like, being provided with plenty of donated food and easily obtaining worldly possessions. What a shame that is, what a shame! [You know the proverb:] 'Wanting to get himself one peck of rice he ends up losing six months' provisions.' What is the use of such pilgrimages? How dare you consume the faithful almsgiver's bunch of vegetables or even a single grain of his rice?
"You must see for yourself! There is nobody to stand in for you, and time does not wait for anyone; one day [you'll be about to pass away and] your gaze will fall on the earth. How will you manage from then on? You must not resemble a crab that, dropped into hot water, flails its legs in a frenzy! Big words won't help you much there, you windbags!
"Don't carelessly fritter away your time. Once you lose your human body you won't regain one for countless eons. This is no trifling matter! Don't rely on anything present. If even a secular man said, 'Should I hear about the Way in the morning, I will die content in the evening': How much more so we monks? What is the problem we ought to deal with? You must make a great effort! Take care of yourself!"

Zen Master Yunmen #47

Someone asked, "How about 'giving life'?"
"If you had not failed someone in your heart, [you would not blush]."
"And how about 'taking life'?"
"One must not auction off a monk's possessions for three days after his death."
"What if one neither gives nor takes life?"
Master Yunmen chased the questioner out of the hall with his staff.

Zen Master Yunmen #48

Someone asked, "If one kills one's father and mother, one can repent in front of the Buddha. Where does one repent if one kills the Buddha and the patriarchs?"
The Master said, "Exposed!"

Zen Master Yunmen #49

Someone asked, "Is anything amiss when one does not even give rise to a single thought?"
The Master replied, "[As much as] Mount Sumeru."

Zen Master Yunmen #50

Someone asked, "What is the characteristic style of your teaching, Master?"
"May a scholar come and tell you!"

Zen Master Yunmen #51

Someone asked, "Life-and-death is here; how am I to cope with it?"
The Master said, "Where is it?"

Zen Master Yunmen #52

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"You monks must not think falsely; heaven is heaven, earth is earth, mountain is mountain, river is river, monk is monk, and layperson is layperson."
After a long pause he said, "Come on, try picking up that hill for me!"
Then a monk asked, "What is it like when I see that mountain is mountain and river is river?"
The Master said, "Why does the triple monastery gate pass through [this hall] here?"
The monk continued, "If that is so I'm no more deluded now."
The Master said, "Give me back your words!"

Zen Master Yunmen #53

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said after a long silence:
"Is there anybody at all who can say it? Let the one who can step forward!"
The assembly remained silent.
The Master picked up his staff and said, "[My challenge] before was a small trench full of shit, and [the lifting of my staff] right now is a big one."
The Master stepped down from his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #54

Someone asked, "The myriad things come to one. Now I do not ask about the one but rather, what are the myriad things?"
Master Yunmen said, "You came in here to bandy words and to cheat me!"

Zen Master Yunmen #55

Someone asked Yunmen, "I did all I could and came here. Will you accept?"
The Master said, "Nothing wrong with this question!"
The questioner went on, "Leaving aside this question, will you accept?"
The Master said, "Examine carefully what you first said!"

Zen Master Yunmen #56

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Today I shall bring up a case [from the Chan tradition] for you."
The whole assembly listened attentively. After a while a monk stepped forward and bowed. When he was about to ask a question, Master Yunmen went after him with his staff, crying, "You resemble those exterminators of Buddhism, those monks who receive donated food on the long bench [and say] 'What's there to talk about [with the donor]?' You bunch of rowdies!"
Using his staff, Master Yunmen chased them out of the hall at once.

Zen Master Yunmen #57

Someone asked Yunmen, "Now that the whole assembly has gathered like clouds, what will you talk about?"
The Master said, "The text that follows is too long. Let's postpone it to some other day!"
The questioner continued, "How about leaving it at that?"
The Master said, "Trapped."
"Where am I trapped?"
Master Yunmen said, "As soon as you've gorged food on the long bench you tell fibs."

Zen Master Yunmen #58

Having entered the Dharma Hall, the Master said:
"Even if a word, the very instant it is brought up, puts the thousand differences into a single groove and includes the minutest particles, it is still but an expression of salvational teaching. What then is a patch-robed monk supposed to say? If he discusses in here what the patriarchs and the Buddha meant, the Sixth Patriarch's unique way will be leveled. But is there anyone who can put it right? If there is, come forward!"
At the time a monk asked, "How about saying something that transcends the buddhas and goes beyond the patriarchs?"
The Master said, "Sesame flatcake."
The monk went on, "What's the connection?"
The Master said, "Exactly! What's the connection?!"
The Master thereupon said, "Without having understood a thing, you ask about statements that transcend the buddhas and patriarchs the moment you hear people talk about the intent of the patriarchal teachers. What are you calling 'buddha' and what are you calling 'patriarch' when you speak about statements that transcend the buddhas and go beyond the patriarchs? And when you ask about the escape from the three realms (of sensuous desire, form, and formlessness): bring me these three realms! Is there [a perceptive faculty such as] seeing, hearing, feeling, or knowing to stop you? And what object of perception is agreeable to you? Do you come to terms with some [teaching] vessel? And what do you regard as differentiating views?
"What can the sages do when you puff yourselves up [and say], 'My whole body is nothing but truth,' and 'All things exhibit the essence'? This is out of your reach. And when I say to you, 'Right now, is anything the matter?' I have already buried you. If you really don't have any clue, then for a time go into yourself and investigate thoroughly on your own: What, besides wearing a robe, eating, moving bowels and urinating, is the matter? What's the use of giving rise to so many kinds of delusive thoughts without any reason?
"Again, there's a bunch of people who casually gather in groups, manage to quote some sayings of the ancients, try to memorize them, evaluate them with their delusive thoughts, and say, 'I have understood the Buddhist teaching!' They busy themselves with nothing but discussions and while away their days following their whims. Then they come to feel that this does not suit their fancy; they travel through thousands of villages and myriads of hamlets and turn their backs on their parents as well as their teachers. You're acting in just this way, you bunch of rowdies. What is this frantic pilgrimage you're engaged in?"
And the Master chased them out with his staff.

Zen Master Yunmen #59

Someone asked Yunmen, "[It is said that] one should not leave home [to become a monk] without one's parents' consent. How would one then be able to leave home?"
The Master said, "Shallow!"
The questioner said, "I do not understand."
The Master remarked, "Deep!"

Zen Master Yunmen #60

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is it like when all powers are exhausted?"
The Master said, "Bring me the Buddha Hall, then I'll discuss this with you."
The questioner asked, "Isn't that some different matter?"
The Master shouted, "Bah! Windbag!"

Zen Master Yunmen #61

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"It is well known that shallowness [of virtue] is the trend of these times, and that this generation is living at the end of the imitation period of Buddhism; so nowadays, when monks go north, they call this 'worshiping Mañjushrî,' and when they go south they say they 'journey to Nanyue.' [People who] go on such pilgrimages, though styled 'mendicant monks,' just squander the alms of the faithful. What a shame! What a shame! When asked they turn out to be [as ignorant as] lacquer is black; they just pass their days following their whim. If there are some of them who, by learning like crazy and informing themselves widely, manage to absorb some sayings and are looking everywhere for similar words, they get approved as venerables and lightly dismiss superior men, thus creating karma of misfortune.
"Don't say, when some day the King of Hell, Yama, pins you down, that nobody warned you! Whether you are an innocent beginner or seasoned adept, you must show some spirit! Don't vainly memorize [other people's] sayings: a little bit of reality is better than a lot of illusion. [Otherwise,] you'll just go on deceiving yourself.
"What is the matter with you? Come forward [and tell me]!"

Zen Master Yunmen #62

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "I am definitely on the wrong track. Please, Master, give me some instruction!"
The Master said, "What are you talking about?"

Zen Master Yunmen #63

Someone asked, "What is the meaning of [Buddhist] teaching?"
The Master said, "The answer is not finished yet."
The questioner asked, "What did your answer consist in, Master?"
The Master said, "Oh, I thought you were smart…!"

Zen Master Yunmen #64

Someone asked, "What is the true essence of monkhood?"
Master Yunmen said, "You monk over there, step forward!"
The monk in question stepped forward.
The Master said, "Bah! Get out!"

Zen Master Yunmen #65

"How can I understand your one phrase, Master?"
"It's the twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month!"

Zen Master Yunmen #66

"I am not questioning you about the core of Buddhist doctrine but would like to know what stands at the center of our own tradition."
The Master replied, "Well, you've posed your question; now quickly bow three times!"

Zen Master Yunmen #67

Someone asked, "How is the buddha-and-patriarch-illness to be healed?"
"Find out what's wrong, and it will all come together."
"How is it to be healed?"
"Fortunately you're strong!"

Zen Master Yunmen #68

The Master entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction. When the assembly had gathered and settled, he took his staff, pointed in front of him and said:
"All the buddhas of the whole universe, numberless as specks of dust, are all in here, disputing the Buddhist teaching and trying to win the argument. Now is there anyone who can dissuade them? If nobody is up to it, let me try doing it for you."
Thereupon a monk said, "Please, Reverend, dissuade them!"
The Master said, "You're a bunch of wild fox ghosts!"

Zen Master Yunmen #69

Someone asked, "What is it like when everything is swallowed up in one gulp?"
The Master said, "Then I am in your belly."
"Why would you be in my belly, Master?"
The Master replied, "Give me back your words!"

Zen Master Yunmen #70

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said after a long silence:
"This compromises me very much!" And he stepped down from his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #71

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"I've said what there was to say…."
A monk stepped forward, bowed, and wanted to pose a question. Master Yunmen took his staff and hit him, saying, "What good can you tell from bad? You bunch of rowdies! You're all like this monk; how dare you receive the faithful offerings of the almsgivers! The sentient beings with bad karma are all in here — and what dry piece of shit are they seeking to chew?"
And Master Yunmen chased all the monks at once out of the hall with his staff.

Zen Master Yunmen #72

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is Chan?"
The Master said, "Is it all right to get rid of this word?"

Zen Master Yunmen #73

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is the original source?"
The Master said, "Whose donations do you receive?"

Zen Master Yunmen #74

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"You lot who get lost on pilgrimages: each and every one of you, whether you come from south of the Yellow River or north of the sea, has his native place. Now, do you know it? Give it a try, come forward and tell me — I'll check it out for you! Anybody? Anybody?
"If you don't know [your native place], then I have deceived you. Would you like to know? If your native place is in the north, there are Master Zhaozhou and Mañjushrî of the Wutai mountains; both are in here. If your birthplace is in the south, there are Xuefeng, Wolong, Xiyuan, and Gushan who are all in here. Would you like to get to know them? Meet them right here! If you don't see them, don't pretend that you do! Do you see? Do you? If you don't, watch me ride out astride the Buddha Hall! Take care!"

Zen Master Yunmen #75

Someone asked Yunmen, "What is 'Form is nothing other than emptiness'?"
The Master said, "The staff is hitting your nose."

Zen Master Yunmen #76

A monk asked, "What is mind?"
The Master said, "Mind."
The monk went on, "[I] don't understand."
The Master said, "[You] don't understand."
The monk asked, "So what is it after all?"
The Master replied, "Bah! Take a walk in a quiet spot wherever you like!"

Zen Master Yunmen #77

Someone asked, "What is it like when [one realizes that] the three realms are nothing but mind, and the myriad things are merely [produced by one's] cognition?"
The Master replied, "Hiding in one's tongue."1
"And what is that like?"
The Master said, "Su-lu, su-lu."

Zen Master Yunmen #78

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"I let you talk as much as you like. From morning till evening nobody is blocking your mouth to prevent you from speaking. Well??"

Zen Master Yunmen #79

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, and the assembly gathered. After a long while he lifted his staff and said:
"Look, look! The people of northern Uttara-kuru saw the trouble you took gathering firewood, and as a present to you they're holding a wrestling bout in the monastery yard. On top of that, they are reciting for you from the Wisdom Sutra: "[Oh] purity of all-encompassing wisdom, nondual, undivided, without difference, not separate…"
A monk then asked: "How about this 'purity of all-encompassing wisdom'?"
Master Yunmen said: "In India they'd cut off your head and arms; here you may indict yourself and get out!"

Zen Master Yunmen #80

Someone asked Yunmen, "What is shallowness within profundity?"
The Master said, "Mountains, rivers, earth."
"What is profundity within shallowness?"
The Master replied, "Earth, mountains, rivers."
The questioner continued, "What is profundity?"
The Master said, "Going to India in the morning and returning to China in the evening."

Zen Master Yunmen #81

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "The thousand expedient means all lead back to the source. I wonder what that source is really about."
The Master said, "Where there is a question, there is an answer. Come on, say it quickly!"
The monk said, "Yes…"
The Master said, "Far from it!"

Zen Master Yunmen #82

"What is the sword of Yunmen?"
"It's drawn!"
"How about the one who is using it?"
The Master said, "Su-lu, su-lu!"

Zen Master Yunmen #83

"What is the purpose of the Patriarch [Bodhidharma]'s coming from the West?"
The Master replied, "Go ahead, tell me if there is none!"
The questioner continued, "I don't understand!"
The Master remarked, "That was one hell of a question!"

Zen Master Yunmen #84

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"I see that, in spite of my teaching on the second or third level, the lot of you are unable to get it. So what's the purpose of vainly wearing monks' robes? Do you understand? Let me explain this to you in plain terms: When at some later point you go to various places and see some Venerable lift his finger or hold up a fly whisk and say 'this is Chan' and 'this is the Dao,' you ought to take your staff, smash his head, and go away! Otherwise you'll end up among the followers of Deva Mara and ruin our tradition.
"If you really do not understand, look for the time being into some word-creepers. I keep telling you that all the buddhas of past, present, and future from lands innumerable as specks of dust, including the twenty-eight Indian and the six Chinese patriarchs, are all on top of this staff; they expound the Buddhist teaching, manifest by virtue of their spiritual powers in different forms, and let their voices be heard at will in all ten directions, without the slightest hindrance. Do you understand? If you don't understand, do not pretend that you do. Well then, Have you closely examined what I just said and do you really see it? But even if you'd reach that plane, you still could not even dream of a true monk. You wouldn't even meet one in a three-house hamlet!"
The Master abruptly seized his staff, drew a line on the ground, and said: "All [the buddhas and patriarchs] are in here." He drew another line and said, "All have gone out of here. Take care of yourselves!"

Zen Master Yunmen #85

Someone asked, "What is Shakyamuni's body?"
The Master said, "A dry piece of shit."

Zen Master Yunmen #86

Someone asked Yunmen, "Would you please, Master, tell me what the cardinal meaning of our [Chan] tradition is?"
The Master said, "In the south there's Master Xuefeng, and in the north Master Zhaozhou."

Zen Master Yunmen #87

Someone asked Yunmen, "Though this is constantly my most pressing concern, I cannot find any way in. Please, Master, show me a way in!"
The Master said, "Just in your present concern there is a way."

Zen Master Yunmen #88

"How do I actually experience the unique way of subtle power?"
The Master said, "After thirty years!"

Zen Master Yunmen #89

"What is it like when neither the subtle power [of awakening] nor [any objects that] strike the eye will do?"
The Master replied, "Overturn this statement!"

Zen Master Yunmen #90

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"The Bodhisattva Vasubandhu has transformed himself quite pointlessly into this wooden staff."
Then he drew a line on the ground with his staff and said, "All ye buddhas, countless like grains of sand, go ahead, entangle yourselves in words in here!"
With this the Master left his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #91

In the Dharma Hall, Master Yunmen said:
"I will be candid with you; I know someone when I meet him. But in spite of such old women's talk you fail to understand. You gorge yourselves every day, and after your meals you prowl up and down [from Monks' Hall to Dharma Hall]. What kind of [teaching] vessel are you looking for? You pack of wild foxes!
What the hell are you doing in here?"
The Master chased all the monks at once out with his staff.

Zen Master Yunmen #92

Someone asked, "Fall is beginning and the [three-month] summer [training period] is at its end. If in the future someone were to suddenly question me, how exactly should I respond?"
"Get out of here, the whole assembly!"
"What did I do wrong?"
"Come on, give me back the money for ninety days' worth of food!"

Zen Master Yunmen #93

"I have only recently arrived at your Dharma-seat and am not yet clear about the style of your teaching."
The Master replied, "Well, what could I say without your questions!"

Zen Master Yunmen #94

"[It is said:] In the countries of the ten points of the compass there is only one kind of teaching. What is this teaching?"
"Why don't you ask something else?"
The questioner said, "Thank you, Master, for your guidance."
The Master immediately shouted, "Khaaa!"

Zen Master Yunmen #95

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is it like when the tree has withered and the leaves fallen?"
The Master said, "That's wholly manifest: golden autumn wind."

Zen Master Yunmen #96

Someone asked Yunmen, "How about the pearl in the cloth bag?"
The Master said, "Can you tell?"

Zen Master Yunmen #97

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is a successor of the patriarchal tradition?"
The Master said, "Sounds good!"

Zen Master Yunmen #98

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall and said:
"A bodhisattva striving for wisdom must be able to know the illness of sentient beings; then he will also be capable of knowing [his own illness], the illness of the bodhisattva striving for wisdom. Well, if there is someone here who can understand this, he ought to step forward and try demonstrating it to all of us!"
No one in the assembly said a word.
Then the Master said, "If you cannot do that, then don't prevent me from taking a walk wherever I please!"

Zen Master Yunmen #99

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Today I'm getting caught up in words with you: Shit, ash, piss, fire! These dirty pigs and scabby dogs can't even distinguish good from bad and are making their living in a shit pit!
"Let me tell you: you must grasp the whole universe, the earth, the three vehicles' twelve divisions of teachings, and the verbal teachings of all buddhas of the three realms and all the masters in the whole empire at once right on your eyelashes! Even if you were able to understand this here and now, you'd still be a fellow out of luck who is jumping into a shit pit for no reason at all. If [anyone like that] should ever come by my assembly of patch-robed monks, I'd beat him up till his legs break!"
Three monks then stepped forth simultaneously and bowed. The Master said, "A single indictment takes care [of all three of you]."
The Master said, "Three people, one warrant!"

Zen Master Yunmen #100

Someone asked: "How can one quickly go beyond the three realms [of sensual desire, form, and formlessness]?"
The Master said, "How can one quickly go beyond the three realms?"
The questioner said, "That's it!"
The Master remarked, "If that is it then it's all over with you!"

Zen Master Yunmen #101

Someone asked Yunmen, "How about when I clear away everything in one fell swoop?"
The Master said, "What do you do about me?"
The questioner replied, "That's your problem!"
The Master exclaimed, "You windbag!"

Zen Master Yunmen #102

"What is the Dao?"
The Master replied, "To break through this word."
"What is it like when one has broken through?"
"A thousand miles, the same mood."

Zen Master Yunmen #103

Someone asked: "An old monk said, 'I have realized the ultimate principle.' What is this ultimate principle?"
The Master said: "How about what's in my hand?"
The monk insisted: "I'm asking about the ultimate principle!"
The Master hit him with his staff, crying: "Boo! Boo! Just when it's shattered, you say: 'Please teach me about it!' Wherever they go, people [like you] know just how to squeeze things into their scheme at random. Step forward and let me ask you: You're usually on the long [meditation] bench and hold discussions about 'transcending' [particulars] and 'descending' [into them], and about 'going beyond the buddhas' and 'transcending the patriarchs.' Now tell me: Does a water buffalo know what 'going beyond the buddhas and transcending the patriarchs' is all about?"
The monk replied, "Just before, somebody already asked this!"
The Master replied, "This [kind of phrase] is something you can learn on the long [meditation] bench. No need for someone to state the obvious and say 'it has' when it has and 'it doesn't have' when it doesn't."
The monk said, "If [the water-buffalo] has [the meaning of 'transcending the buddhas and going beyond the patriarchs'], for what purpose does it then have a hide and wear horns?"
The Master said, "I knew you're just one who memorizes words."
Master Yunmen added, "Come, come! Let me ask you again: You all carry your staff across your shoulders and claim that you 'practice Chan' and 'study the Dao' and that you're searching for the meaning of 'going beyond the buddhas and transcending the patriarchs.' Well, here's my question to you: Is the meaning of 'going beyond buddhas and transcending patriarchs' present [in all your actions] during the twelve periods of the day—walking, standing, sitting, lying, shitting, pissing—[and anywhere including] the vermin in the privy and the lined-up mutton traded at market stalls? If there's anyone able to tell me, he should step forward! If nobody is capable of that, don't prevent me from taking a walk [wherever I please,] east or west!"
With this, Master Yunmen left his teacher's seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #104

"What was [Bodhidharma's] purpose in coming from the West?"
The Master replied, "[You must be hungry after such a long trip;] there's gruel and rice on the long bench!"

Zen Master Yunmen #105

A monk asked, "What was Bodhidharma's aim when he came from the West?"
The Master replied, "A question from you, Venerable, and I take that three-thousand-mile leap."
The monk rejoined, "Thank you, Master, for your instruction."
Master Yunmen said, "Wait, wait, tell me: what I just said to you, what does it mean?"
The monk had no answer.
The Master remarked, "Come again in thirty years, then I'll strike you thirty times with my staff!"

Zen Master Yunmen #106

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"The Buddha attained the Way when the morning star appeared."
A monk asked, "What is it like when one attains the Way at the appearance of the morning star?"
Master Yunmen said, "Come here, come here [I'll show it to you]!"
The monk went closer. Master Yunmen hit him with his staff and chased him out of the Dharma Hall.

Zen Master Yunmen #107

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction.
A monk stepped forward, bowed, and said, "Please, Master, respond to our questions!"
Master Yunmen cried, "Hey, you all!"
As the members of the assembly looked up, the Master at once left his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #108

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction. There was a long silence. Then a monk stepped forward and bowed.
The Master said, "Too late!"
The monk consented, "Yes."
The Master said, "You lacquer bucket!"

Zen Master Yunmen #109

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Is there anybody who is able to pose a question? Come on, ask one!"
A monk stepped forward, bowed, and said, "Please, Master, examine [me]!"
The Master replied, "I threw in a hook to catch a giant fish — but what did I manage to catch? A frog!"
The monk said, "Make no mistake, Reverend!"
Master Yunmen said, "There you bit off more than you can chew! Don't you think?"
The monk was speechless.
Master Yunmen hit him.

Zen Master Yunmen #110

Someone asked Yunmen, "Why does Samantabhadra ride an elephant and Mañjushrî a lion?"
The Master said, "I have neither an elephant nor a lion; I'm riding on the Buddha Hall and leave through the triple monastery gate!"

Zen Master Yunmen #111

"What is it like when all-embracing wisdom pervades and there is no hindrance?"
The Master replied, "Clean up the ground and sprinkle it with water: His Excellency, the Prime Minister is coming!"

Zen Master Yunmen #112

Someone asked, "What is that which is transmitted separately from the teachings of the three vehicles?"
The Master said, "If you don't ask me I won't answer. But if you do, I go to India in the morning and return to China in the evening!"
The questioner said, "Please, Master, point it out to me!"
The Master replied, "Hopeless case!"

Zen Master Yunmen #113

"What was the intention of the Patriarch [Bodhidharma] when he came from the West?"
The Master replied, "What good is it to mumble in one's sleep in broad daylight?"

Zen Master Yunmen #114

"What is the fundamental meaning of Buddhist teaching?"
The Master said, "You're facing south to see the Great Bear!"

Zen Master Yunmen #115

A monk asked, "What is the characteristic style of your house, Master?"
The Master replied, "Monk, you took the vows much too soon!"

Zen Master Yunmen #116

Someone asked Yunmen, "Ever since I came to your Dharma seat, Master, I just don't understand. Please impart me your instruction!"
The Master said, "May I lop off your head?"

Zen Master Yunmen #117

Someone inquired, "Please, Master, instruct me; make me get rid of confusion once and for all!"
The Master replied, "What's the price of rice in Xiangzhou?"

Zen Master Yunmen #118

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What was it like when the two worthies met each other?"
The Master said, "That was no chance event."

Zen Master Yunmen #119

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall and said:
"Indra and old Shakyamuni are having a fight about Buddhism in the monastery courtyard; it's quite a hubbub!"
With this the Master left his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #120

"What is the actual point [the Sixth Patriarch of] Caoqi is driving at?"
The Master said, "I like to be outraged. I don't like to be pleased."
"Why is that so?"
"If one encounters a swordsman on the road, one ought to offer him a sword; and to someone who is not a poet one doesn't present a poem."

Zen Master Yunmen #121

In the Dharma Hall for a public instruction, Yunmen said: "Fellow monks, you ought to grasp what it is that constitutes a patch-robed monk. Well, what is it that makes a patch-robed monk?"
[No answer.]
He added, "Great Perfection of Wisdom! Today we have great communal labor."
And he stepped down from his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #122

Someone asked Yunmen, "What was the purpose in [Bodhidharma's] coming from the West?"
The Master said, "The mountains, the rivers, the earth."
The monk insisted, "Is there something beyond that?"
The Master said, "There is."
The questioner continued, "What is it?"
The Master said, "Old Shakyamuni is staying in India, and Bodhisattva Mañjushrî resides in China."

Zen Master Yunmen #123

A monk asked, "What is it like when both father and mother are deceased?"
The Master replied, "Let's leave 'both are deceased' aside. Who are your father and mother?"
The monk said, "The pain is deep."
The Master said, "I see, I see!"

Zen Master Yunmen #124

Someone asked Yunmen, "If a totally ignorant one comes: how do you help him?"
The Master replied, "Both cases [his and yours] are taken care of by a single indictment."

Zen Master Yunmen #125

A monk asked Master Yunmen, "For whose benefit is it that you are teaching?"
The Master said, "Come closer and ask louder!"
The monk stepped forward and asked [once more].
The Master hit him.

Zen Master Yunmen #126

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "How old are you, Master?"
The Master replied, "Seven times nine is sixty-eight."
The questioner asked, "Why would seven times nine be sixty-eight?"
The Master said, "I subtracted five years for you."

Zen Master Yunmen #127

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Reverend monks! Though you say 'What is the matter?' you're still putting a head on top of a head and frost on top of snow; you're blinking an eye in the coffin and are burning moxa on a moxa burn scar. This is quite a messy scene! But what can one do about it?
"Every one of you must strive for himself to obtain [a better] rebirth. Don't futilely tramp around China's districts and provinces! You just want to get hold of some trivial words and are waiting for some master's mouth to move; then you ask about Chan and the Dao, 'upward' and 'downward,' 'what is…' and 'what if…', and you stuff what you note down on big rolls of copying paper right into the bags of skin [that you are]. Wherever you go you gather in small groups around the fireplace, and many voices murmur in speculation: 'These are impartial and eloquent words and those are words conceived on the spot; these are words based on events and those are words that embody—embody the master or mistress in your house.' And once you've gobbled these words down you do nothing but talk in your sleep, saying, 'I have understood the Buddha Dharma.' It's quite obvious that by such pilgrimages you'll never ever attain rest!
"And then there's the bunch who, as soon as they hear some talk about rest, shut their eyes while in hell. They spend their life in a rathole, sit under a dark mountain where ghosts roam, and say, 'I found a way in.' Do they see it even in a dream? What crime would it be to beat ten thousand people of this kind to death? This is called 'right from the outset no chance to meet an accomplished one.' After all, these are just windbags.
"If there really is something you see, come and show it to me, I'll discuss it with you! Don't vainly overlook that you don't know good from bad, and don't hold those senseless gatherings to get caught up in words! Don't let me see you [doing this], since if I caught you and found out about the wrong you did, I'd have to beat you up and cut you in half. Don't you ever say that I didn't tell you!
"Is there any blood under your skin? What good is it to willfully victimize yourself wherever you go? Bunch of exterminators of Buddhism! You're no more than a pack of wild foxes! What are you all here for?"
And Master Yunmen at once chased the monks with his staff out of the Dharma Hall.

Zen Master Yunmen #128

Someone asked, "The Honored Ones of the ten directions all had a single gateway to ultimate liberation. What is this gateway?"
The Master said, "I can't tell."
The questioner went on, "Master, why can't you tell?"
The Master replied, "If you, just you, present the problem then I can."

Zen Master Yunmen #129

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "I request your instruction, Master!"
The Master said, "ABCDEF."
The questioner: "I don't understand."
The Master: "GHIJKL."

Zen Master Yunmen #130

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Your eyelashes stretch out horizontally in all ten directions, your eyebrows penetrate heaven and earth down to the yellow springs, and Mt. Sumeru has blocked your throat. Now is there something [in what I said] that you understand? If you do: pick up Vietnam and smash it against Korea!"

Zen Master Yunmen #131

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Get out, get out of here! You're fooling each other without end!"
Then Master Yunmen asked the assembly: "Is even to say what I just said a mistake?"

Zen Master Yunmen #132

"What did the founder [Bodhidharma] intend when he came from the West?"
"You must not ask that!"
"Yes."
"Bah! You don't even comprehend what I said!"

Zen Master Yunmen #133

Someone asked, "When you make offerings to the arhats today, do they come?"
Master Yunmen said, "If you don't ask, I won't answer."
"Please, Master, tell me!"
The Master said, "Fold hands in greeting in front of the main temple gate, and offer incense in the Buddha Hall."

Zen Master Yunmen #134

Someone asked Master Yunmen, "What is the patch-robed monk's very own matter?"
The Master said, "In the south, there's Master Xuefeng; in the North, there's Master Zhaozhou."
The questioner continued, "Please, Master, don't complicate things!"
The Master said, "You must not dodge your question!"
The student said, "Yes."
The Master hit him.

Zen Master Yunmen #135

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Well, what has since ancient times been the matter? Right now I cannot help saying to all of you: What thing is there in the whole universe that is an object for you or stands in relation to you? If there is the slightest thing that forms an obstacle or constriction for you, come get hold of it for me! What is it that you call 'buddha' and 'patriarch'?
What is it that you call mountain, river, the earth, sun, moon, and stars? And what do you regard as the four elements and the five components?
"When I talk this way, I call it 'talk by a granny from a three-house hamlet.' If I'd happen to come across a real pilgrim and he'd hear me talk like this, he couldn't be reproached if he grabbed me by my leg and threw me down the steps.
"Nevertheless, [I ask you], for what reason is this so? Don't take advantage of your glib mouthpiece for haphazard talk in here. [To be able to freely talk] you must first be this kind of man! If all of a sudden the ground on which you stand gets examined by me, you will be cornered and get your legs broken; will there be anything wrong with that?
"This being understood: Is there someone right now who would like to question me about the essence of our [Chan] tradition? Let me reply with one turn [of phrase] and then go wherever I like!"
Just when some monk was about to ask, the Master hit him with his staff full on the mouth. Then he left his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #136

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall and said,
"I've got a phrase, but I wouldn't dare to hope that you'd understand it. But is there [at least] someone able to cite one?"
After a long silence he said, "I always thought that [only this] barbarian's beard was red, but it turns out that there are more red-bearded barbarians!'
Therewith the Master left his seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #137

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"I cannot help giving medicine to the dead horse. I'm telling you: 'What is it? Is it east or west, north or south, being or nonbeing, seeing or hearing, up there beyond or down here below, so or not-so?'
"This is called 'boondock granny talk.' But how many of you have reached this realm? Whether you're in accordance with it or not, may it come about at a quiet place!" With this the Master left the hall.

Zen Master Yunmen #138

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, Master Yunmen said:
"Old monks everywhere say, 'You must realize that single thing without sound or form.' With words of this kind they fool people's children. Inside their tiny temples they are deluding themselves; not even in a dream have they ever seen the significance of our original teacher's tradition! For what purpose do they consume the alms of the faithful? When their time is up, every one of them will have to reimburse those almsgivers, panic as he may!
"Just you, each and every one of you, must make the effort by yourselves! Take care!"

Zen Master Yunmen #139

Someone asked, "What is the pure immaculate Dharma body?"
Master Yunmen replied, "That peony hedge!"
The monk asked, "Is it all right if I understand it in this way?"
The Master said, "A golden-haired lion!"

Zen Master Yunmen #140

Yunmen went up to the Dharma Hall, and on hearing the sound of the bell, he said:
"The world is so wide and vast; why should I wear the seven-strip robe at the sound of the bell?"

Zen Master Yunmen #141

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, the Master said:
"One ought not to put frost on top of snow! Take care!"
With this the Master left the teacher's seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #142

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, the Master said:
"These old shavepates everywhere! Sitting on round chairs and long [meditation] benches, they want to acquire fame and profit. Asked about Buddha, they answer 'Buddha,' and asked about patriarch they answer 'patriarch,' and they shit and piss. [What they say] is just like information passed around among boondock grannies. They don't even know good from bad!
"You're all just like them; [you ought to] have trouble to consume even water [with a good conscience]."

Zen Master Yunmen #143

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, the Master said:
"Every person originally has the radiant light—yet when it is looked at, it is not seen: dark and obscure!"
With this the Master left the teacher's seat.

Zen Master Yunmen #144

Having entered the Dharma Hall for a formal instruction, the Master said:
"All of you who come and go for no reason: What are you looking for in [this monastery] here? I only know how to eat and drink and shit. What else would I be good for?
"You're making pilgrimages all over the place, studying Chan and asking about the Dao. Let me ask you: What have you managed to learn in all those places? Try presenting that!"
Again, he said, "In the meantime, you cheat the Master in your own house. Is that all right? When you manage to find a little slime on my ass, you lick it off, take it to be your own self, and say: 'I understand Chan, I understand the Dao!' Even if you manage to read the whole Buddhist canon—so what?!
"The old masters couldn't help it. When they saw you run about aimlessly, they said to you 'supreme wisdom (bodhi) and nirvana.' They really buried you; they drove in a stake and tied you to it. Again, when they saw that you didn't understand, they said to you, 'It's not bodhi and nirvana.' Knowing this sort of thing already shows that you're down on your luck; [but to make matters worse,] you're looking for comments and explanations by others. You exterminators of Buddhism, you've been like this all along! And where has this brought you today?
"When I was on pilgrimage some time ago, there was a bunch of people who gave me explanations. They didn't have bad intentions, but one day I saw through them [and realized] that they are laughingstocks. If I don't die in the next four or five years, I'll get these exterminators of Buddhism and break their legs!
"These days there are plenty of temple priests everywhere who fake it: Why don't you go and join them? What dry piece of shit are you looking for in here?"
The Master stepped down from his seat, and he hit and chased the monks out of the hall with his staff.

Zen Master Yunmen #145

Instructing the assembly, the Master said:
"Heaven, earth, and the whole world in all ten directions are shattered to pieces by one blow of my staff.
"If you abandon the entirety of the written Buddhist teachings as well as Bodhidharma's coming from the West, it won't do. Yet if you hold on to them, you won't be worth a shout."

Zen Master Yunmen #146

Instructing the assembly, the Master said:
"The twenty-eight Indian and six Chinese founders as well as the whole empire's teachers are all on the tip of this staff.
"But even if you'd manage to understand and discern this quite clearly, you'd still be but halfway there. As long as you don't let go, you're nothing but a wild fox ghost!"

Zen Master Yunmen #147

One day the Master said:
"Because of their compassion, all the venerables since olden days held conversations that fell into the weeds; through their words you will know what they are about. You would not be in that position had they [only] held talks that left the weeds. So there are collected and condensed anecdotes. Haven't you read the following story:
Reverend Yangshan asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?"
"From the Lu mountains," replied the monk.
Yangshan said, "In that case, did you visit the Five Elders Peak?"
"I've never been there," answered the monk.
Yangshan rejoined, "You've never even been to the mountain!"
Master Yunmen said, "These words are all [examples of] having conversations in the weeds out of compassion."

Zen Master Yunmen #148

The Master once said:
"If you say 'this very mind is buddha,' you provisionally accept the slave as master and life-and-death (samsara) as nirvana. This is precisely like cutting off one's head in pursuit of life. Talking about buddhas and founders and their respective intentions is just like snatching away your own eyeballs while looking for soap berries."

Zen Master Yunmen #149

Master Yunmen cited:
A man of old has said: "[Xiangyan] awakened to the Dao upon hearing a sound, and [Master Lingyun] got enlightened upon seeing a color."
Master Yunmen said, "How about 'awakening to the Dao upon hearing a sound' and 'getting enlightened upon seeing a color'?"
Then he said, "The Bodhisattva Guanyin is taking a coin and is coming to buy a sesame flatcake."
Lowering his hand, he added, "I see! It's just a dumpling!"

Zen Master Yunmen #150

The Master once said:
"The lantern is your self. Yet when you hold your bowl and eat your food, the food is not your self."
A monk asked, "How about when the food is my self?"
The Master cried, "You wild fox ghost! Country bumpkin!"
He added, "Come, come! Isn't it you who said that the food is your self?"
The monk said, "Yes."
The Master exclaimed, "In the year of the donkey you'll see it in a dream, you hick!"

Zen Master Yunmen #151

The Master once said, "True emptiness does not destroy being, and true emptiness does not differ from form."
Then a monk asked, "What is true emptiness?"
The Master answered, "Do you hear the sound of the bell?"
The monk replied, "That's the sound of the bell."
The Master cried, "Will you see it in a dream in the year of the donkey?"

Zen Master Yunmen #152

Master Yunmen quoted a verse by Sanping:
This very seeing and hearing is not seeing and hearing.
Master Yunmen said: "What do you call seeing and hearing?"
[Continuing the quotation, he said,]
There's no further sound or shape that could reveal itself to you.
The Master said, "Does anyone want to stick his oar in?"
[He continued quoting,]
If you realize this right here, then nothing will be the matter. The Master said, "Is anything the matter?"
[He finished the quotation,]
And essence and function hinder neither distinction nor nondistinction.
The Master said, "Word is essence, essence is word."
Again, he lifted his staff and remarked, "This staff is essence, and the lantern is function. It's distinguishing without distinguishing. Haven't you read the statement 'All knowledge is pure'?"

Zen Master Yunmen #153

The Master told the following story:
A monk said to Master Zhaozhou, "I have just joined the monastery and am asking for your teaching." Zhaozhou asked back, "Have you already eaten your gruel?" The monk replied, "Yes." Zhaozhou said, "Go wash your bowl!"
Master Yunmen said, "Well, tell me, was what Zhaozhou said a teaching or not? If you say that it was, what is it that Zhaozhou told the monk? If you say that it wasn't, why did the monk in question attain awakening?"

Zen Master Yunmen #154

Master Yunmen mentioned the following story:
A monk asked Xuefeng for instruction. Xuefeng said to him, "What is it?" At these words the monk attained great awakening.
Master Yunmen said, "What is it that Xuefeng had told him?"

Zen Master Yunmen #155

Master Yunmen mentioned the following words by Panshan:
When both the light and the [illuminated] objects are forgotten, what is that?
Master Yunmen said, "Even though he speaks like this, he's still only at the halfway stage. This is not yet the way of breakthrough."
A monk then asked, "What is the way of breakthrough?"
Master Yunmen said, "The Flower Peak of Tiantai, the stone bridge of Zhaozhou."

Zen Master Yunmen #156

Master Yunmen mentioned the following story:
Xuefeng told a monk, "Come closer!" When the monk did as told, Xuefeng said, "Get out!"
After telling this story, Master Yunmen asked a monk, "How can you utter a phrase of greeting with hands folded at your chest? If you can say such a phrase, you'll meet Xuefeng!"

Zen Master Yunmen #157

Master Yunmen cited a saying by the Third Patriarch:
When mind does not arise, the myriad things have no fault.
Master Yunmen said: "That's all he understood!"
Then he raised his staff and added: "Is anything amiss in the whole universe?"

Zen Master Yunmen #158

Master Yunmen mentioned the following story:
A monk asked Master Ganfeng, "[It is said:] 'The Honored Ones of the ten directions all had a single gateway to ultimate liberation.' I wonder where that gateway is!" Ganfeng drew a line with his staff and said, "In here!"
Master Yunmen held up his fan and said, "When this fan jumps to the uppermost heaven, it strikes the nose of Indra, and when it gives a blow to the carp of the Eastern Sea, the rain pours down in torrents! Do you understand?"

Zen Master Yunmen #159

Master Yunmen related the following story:
Yangshan asked a monk, "Where have you last been?" The monk replied, "In the south." Yangshan took up his staff and said, "Did they talk there about this?" The monk answered, "They didn't." "If they didn't talk about this, did they talk about that?" The monk said, "They didn't." Yangshan directed the monk to go and take his place in the hall, and the monk did as told. Yangshan called him once more. The monk answered, "Yes?" Yangshan said, "Come closer." The monk went closer. Yangshan then struck him.
Master Yunmen said, "If Yangshan hadn't said those last words, how could he have discerned that man?"

Zen Master Yunmen #160

Master Yunmen told the following story:
Xuefeng said to a monk, "Come here!" When the monk did as told, Xuefeng said, "Where are you going?" "I'm going to group work," the monk answered. Xuefeng said, "Go!"
Master Yunmen remarked, "This is an example of 'knowing a man through his words.'"

Zen Master Yunmen #161

Master Yunmen mentioned the following episode:
Jiashan was sitting when Dongshan arrived and said, "How are you doing?" Jiashan replied, "Just so."
Master Yunmen said in place of Dongshan, "What will you do if I won't go along with that?"
In place of Jiashan, Yunmen gave a shout.
Again, Master Yunmen brought up Jiashan's words "Just so" and said, "I see, you're just in a frog's hole!"
Then he added, "'Just so' — yet it's hard to attain."

Zen Master Yunmen #162

Master Yunmen cited the verse of a founder:
Each separate entity (dharma) is what the Buddhist teaching (Dharma) is originally about.
Master Yunmen said, "Walking, standing, sitting, and reclining are not what the Buddhist teaching is originally about. Nothing whatsoever — be it mountains or rivers or the earth or your dressing and eating day and night — is what the Buddhist teaching is originally about. What's wrong with that?"
Again, Master Yunmen cited:
The teaching (Dharma) is at root a teaching without object (dharma).
The Master held up his staff and said: "This isn't 'at root without object.'"

Zen Master Yunmen #163

Master Yunmen cited the words of Mr. Bao:
Just as my "I" is empty, all separate entities (dharmas) are empty. This applies to all there is, regardless of its kind.
Master Yunmen said, "[Yet] when you stand you're not aware of standing, and when you walk you're not aware of walking; and the four major elements [which constitute the physical universe] and the five components [of living beings] cannot be grasped. Come on, where do you see the mountains and rivers and the earth? You, just you who every day take your bowl and eat rice: what do you call 'rice'? Where is there a single grain of rice?!"

Zen Master Yunmen #164

Master Yunmen quoted:
All sounds are the Buddha's voice; all shapes are the Buddha's form.
The Master picked up the fly whisk and said, "What is this? If you say it is a fly-whisk, you won't even understand the Chan of a granny from a three-house hick town."

Zen Master Yunmen #165

The Master once said, "Do you want to know the founding masters?" Pointing with his staff, he said, "They are jumping around on your heads! Do you want to know their eyeball? It's right under your feet!"
He added, "This [kind of guidance] is offering tea and food to ghosts and spirits. Nevertheless, these ghosts and spirits are not satisfied."

Zen Master Yunmen #166

The Master once said, "Talking to you about enlightened wisdom, final deliverance, thusness, and liberation means burning maple incense and offering it to you. Talking to you about buddhas and founders means burning 'golden heat' incense and offering it to you. Talking to you about transcending the buddhas and going beyond the founders means burning bottled incense and offering it to you. Take refuge in the Buddha, his teaching, and the monastic community!"
With this he left the Dharma Hall.

Zen Master Yunmen #167

The Master one day held up his staff and mentioned a teaching that goes:
The ordinary person in all sincerity says that this [staff] exists, [representatives of] the two vehicles of Buddhist teaching explain that it doesn't exist, the pratyeka buddhas say it exists as an illusion, and the bodhisattvas empty it as it is.
Then Master Yunmen said, "When a patch-robed monk sees this staff, he just calls it a staff; when he walks, he just walks; and when he sits, he just sits. In all of this he cannot be stirred."

Zen Master Yunmen #168

Once, when the Master had finished drinking tea, he held up the cup and said, "All the buddhas of the three periods have finished listening to the teaching; they have pierced the bottom of this cup and are going away. Do you see? Do you see? If you don't understand, look it up in an encyclopedia!"

Zen Master Yunmen #169

Master Yunmen cited Panshan's words:
When the light [of the knowing subject] is not one that confronts objects41 and the objects are not existent things either; when both subject and object are forgotten, what further thing is there?
Master Yunmen said, "If the whole world is the light [of the subject], what are you calling your 'self'? But even if you had managed to know that light, the objects would still be out of your reach. What shitty light and objects are there? And if neither subject nor object can be grasped, what else is there?"
He added, "These are collected and condensed anecdotes uttered out of compassion by the men of old. Realize [what they are about] right here with the utmost clarity! It won't do if you let go. Yet if you don't let go…!!"
Then the Master raised his hands and said, "Su-lu! Su-lu!"

Zen Master Yunmen #170

Master Yunmen quoted the words of Fu Dashi:
The river of meditation follows the currents yet is calm; the waters of samadhi go along with the waves yet are limpid.
The Master seized his staff, pointed at the lantern, saying, "Well, do you see it? If you say that you see it, you're an ordinary Joe. If you say that you don't see it: you've got a pair of eyes, haven't you? How do you understand this?"
After a long pause he again took his staff and said, "The whole world is not a wave!"

Zen Master Yunmen #171

Master Yunmen once seized his staff, banged it on the seat and said,
"All sounds are the Buddha's voice, and all forms are the Buddha's shape. Yet when you hold your bowl and eat your food, you hold a 'bowl-view'; when you walk, you hold a 'walk-view'; and when you sit you have a 'sit-view.' The whole bunch of you behaves this way!"
The Master took his staff and drove them all away at once.

Zen Master Yunmen #172

Master Yunmen cited the words of the Overnight Enlightened One:
The spiritual action of the six senses is empty without being empty; the perfect shine of the singular [mani jewel] is formless form.
The Master held up his fly whisk and said, "This is the perfect light, it is formless form. What do you call form? Come on, try taking that up with me!"

Zen Master Yunmen #173

Citing the Wisdom Sutra, Yunmen said,
[Oh purity of all-encompassing wisdom,] nondual, undivided, without difference, not separate…
He pointed to a pillar and said, "How much has this to do with the Wisdom Sutra?"

Zen Master Yunmen #174

The Master cited a scripture that says,
The sutras and magic spells, indeed all letters and words, are not at all in conflict with the true form.
Yunmen held up his staff and asked, "What is this? If you say it is a staff, you go to hell. If it isn't a staff, what is it?"

Zen Master Yunmen #175

The Master once said, "[Actions of Chan masters such as] snapping fingers, chuckling, raising eyebrows, winking eyes, picking up a mallet, holding up a whisk, and sometimes [drawing] a circle: these are nothing but people-catchers. What one calls Buddha Dharma has never yet been expressed in words. If it had, that would have been no more than dropping shit and spraying piss."

Zen Master Yunmen #176

At a donated meal, the Master took one bite of a sesame bun and said, "I bit Indra's nose. Indra is in agony!"
Then he pointed with his staff [to the monks' feet] and said, "He is right under your feet, transformed into old Shakyamuni! Do you see? Do you see?"
"The King of Hell, Yama, hears my talk and is laughing out loud, saying, 'Ha ha, monk, you're quite up to it, I can't do a thing with you! But if someone's not up to it, he's completely in my hands!'"

Zen Master Yunmen #177

Master Yunmen related the following conversation:
A monk asked Xuansha, "What is my self?"
Xuansha answered, "Just your self!"
Master Yunmen remarked, "Immeasurably great men have gotten caught up in the stream of words."
A monk asked Yunmen, "What is my self?"
The Master said, "[The one who,] when a man in the street invites you monks to a donated meal, is joining the queue to get some food!"

Zen Master Yunmen #178

At a donated meal, the Master held up a sesame flatcake and said, "I offer food only to Southern Chinese people from Jiangxi and the regions east and west of the Zhe river. I don't offer any food to people from the north."
A monk asked, "Why do you only offer food to the people from Jiangxi and the regions east and west of the Zhe River but not to people from the North?"
The Master answered, "[Because in North China] the weather is cold and the days are short, and two people share one bowl."

Zen Master Yunmen #179

Master Yunmen cited the following story:
Xuefeng said, "A man sitting next to a rice basket is starving to death, and a fellow by a river is dying of thirst."
Xuansha commented, "A man sitting in a rice basket is starving to death, and a fellow up to his head in the water is dying of thirst."
Master Yunmen said, "His whole body is rice, his whole body is water!"

Zen Master Yunmen #180

Master Yunmen cited an ancient [poem]:
In perfect tranquillity the form of emptiness is reflected.
The Master extended his hands and said, "Where can one attain the mountains, the rivers, the earth?"
He added,
All-embracing wisdom pervades and knows no hindrance.
Master Yunmen said, "The staff goes to India and comes back to Korea."
Then he hit the platform and said, "This is your nose!"

Zen Master Yunmen #181

A monk asked, "What is my self?"
Master Yunmen said, "I, this old monk, enter mud and water."
The monk exclaimed, "So I will crush my bones and tear my body to pieces!"
The Master shouted and said, "The water of the whole great ocean is on your head. Quickly, speak! Quickly, speak!"
The monk was left without words.
In his place, the Master said, "I know that you, Master, fear that I'm not quite genuine."

Zen Master Yunmen #182

The Master once said, "Even if one may state that in the whole universe not the slightest thing is amiss, it is still but a turn of phrase. When you do not see uniformity, it can be called 'half the issue.' But even if you're there, you must realize that there is a time when the whole is at stake."

Zen Master Yunmen #183

Master Yunmen once said, "The manifold explanations about enlightened wisdom and final deliverance, about thusness and buddha-nature are all discussions that descend [into the realm of the conditioned]. Whether one picks up the mallet or raises the whisk, there will again be endless explanations. But such discussions amount to something all the same."
A monk asked, "Please, Master, say something beyond [the conditioned]!"
The Master replied, "You've all been standing for a long time. Quickly bow three times!"

Zen Master Yunmen #184

Master Yunmen mentioned three kinds of people, "The first gets awakened when hearing a talk, the second gets awakened when called, and the third turns round and leaves when hearing that anything is brought up. Tell me, what does turning around and going away mean?"
He added, "[The third] also deserves thirty blows!"

Zen Master Yunmen #185

Master Yunmen quoted the words:
I'll give you medicine according to your disease. Well, the whole world is medicine plants; which one is yourself?
Master Yunmen said, "One comes across a weed, and it turns out to be an orchid."
A monk said, "Please, Master, instruct me further."
The Master clapped his hands once, held up his staff, and said, "Take this staff!"
The monk took it and broke it in two.
The Master remarked, "Even so, you still deserve thirty blows."

Zen Master Yunmen #186

Master Yunmen mentioned the following story:
At the end of the summer [training period] Cuiyan said in a formal talk, "I have been talking to you monks throughout the summer; look whether I still have eyebrows or not!"
Baofu said, "Thieves have an uneasy heart."
Chang Qing said, "They've grown!"
Master Yunmen said, "Stuck!"

Zen Master Yunmen #187

Master Yunmen quoted the Heart Sutra, which says:
There is neither eye nor ear nor nose nor tongue nor body nor mind.
The Master said, "Because you have eyes that see, you're unable to say that there is no eye. And since you're looking right now, you cannot say that there is no seeing.
"Even so, you see it all — and what's wrong with that? Yet nothing can be grasped. What sense-object is there?"

Zen Master Yunmen #188

Master Yunmen cited:
The light [of the Buddha] serenely shines on worlds as numerous as the sand grains of the River Ganges.
He asked a monk, "Isn't this a verse by Chang Zhuo the Genius?"
The monk replied, "It is."
Yunmen said, "Failed."

Zen Master Yunmen #189

Master Yunmen said,
A monk asked Master Shishuang, "Do the [written Buddhist] teachings contain what the [Chan] founders aimed at?" Master Shishuang replied, "Yes, they do."
The monk went on asking, "And what is the Founder's aim that is contained in these teachings?" Master Shishuang replied, "Don't look for it inside the scrolls!"
Master Yunmen said in place of Shishuang, "Don't be ungrateful to me! Anyway, what good is it to sit in a trench full of shit?"

Zen Master Yunmen #190

Master Yunmen cited [the following episode]:
Master Chuyuan of Shishuang said, "You must know that there is a phrase of special transmission outside the written tradition."
A monk asked Shishuang, "What is this phrase of special transmission outside the written tradition?"
Master Shishuang replied, "A nonphrase."
Master Yunmen said, "A nonphrase is all the more a phrase!"

Zen Master Yunmen #191

Master Yunmen mentioned the following episode:
Master Dongshan said: "You must know that there is something which goes beyond 'Buddha.'"
A monk asked, "What is it that goes beyond Buddha?"
Master Dongshan replied: "Non-Buddha."
Master Yunmen commented: "He calls it 'non-' because he can neither name nor attain it!"

Zen Master Yunmen #192

Master Yunmen mentioned the following:
[Pronouncements such as:] "The Purity of the Dharma body [is nothing other than] any sound and form" are without doubt very subtle statements.
[Master Yunmen asked,] "How about this 'purity,' without any subtleties?"
He added, "And how about the Dharma body?"
[When nobody answered] the Master said, "The six do not take it in."
He added, "The twenty-eight star formations of the thirty-third heaven."

Zen Master Yunmen #193

Once the Master said, "As long as the light has not yet broken through, there are two kinds of disease: (1) The first consists in seeing oneself facing objects and being left in the dark about everything; (2) The second consists in having been able to pierce through to the emptiness of all separate entities (dharmas) — yet there still is something that in a hidden way is like an object.
"[Views about] the body of the teaching also exhibit two kinds of disease; (1) Having been able to reach the body of the Buddhist teaching, one still has subjective views and is at the margin of that teaching because one has not gotten rid of one's attachment to it; (2) Even though one has managed to penetrate through to the body of the Buddhist teaching, one is still unable to let go of it. But if one examines this [teaching] thoroughly, it's stone-dead. That's also a disease!"

Zen Master Yunmen #194

Master Yunmen mentioned the following episode:
The Buddha asked an adherent of another religion, "What is in your view the essential?"
Master Yunmen answered in place of the adherent, "Hey, old monk, I've seen through you!"
The other religion's adherent answered, "What I regard as essential is not to be taken in by anything."
Master Yunmen said in place of the Buddha, "Your turn!"
The Buddha said, "You do regard it as essential not to be taken in by anything, do you?"
Master Yunmen answered in place of the adherent, "Hey, Gautama, don't make [yourself] lose the [point of your] question!"

Zen Master Yunmen #195

Master Yunmen cited Master Xuefeng's words:
The whole world is you. Yet you keep thinking that there is something else…
Master Yunmen said, "Haven't you read the Shūrangama sutra which says, 'Sentient beings are all upside down; they delude themselves and chase after things'?"
He added, "If they could handle things, they would be identical to the Buddha."

Zen Master Yunmen #196

Master Yunmen cited:
Whatever is as it truly is contains everything.
The Master said, "So what do you call mountains, rivers, earth?"
He added, "Just these entities are all characterized by emptiness. They neither arise nor disappear and are neither defiled nor pure."

Zen Master Yunmen #197

The Master once held up his staff and said to the assembly:
"This staff has turned into a dragon and swallowed the whole universe. The mountains, the rivers, the earth — where are they to be found?"

Zen Master Yunmen #198

At a donated meal, the Master held up his spoon and chopsticks and said, "I don't offer any food to monks from the south. I offer it only to those from the north."
At the time there was a monk who asked, "Why don't you offer food to monks from the south?"
The Master replied, "Because I want to make fools of them!"
The monk inquired, "And why do you offer food to monks from the north?"
The Master answered, "One arrow, two targets."
Another monk took this up and asked, "Well then, what is your opinion [about what you said] before [concerning offering food to monks from the north but not to those of the south]?"
The Master said, "All right, join the club!"

Zen Master Yunmen #199

One time, Master Yunmen struck with his staff on a pillar and said, "Has the entirety of written Buddhist teaching managed to say it?"
The Master answered himself, "No."
[When nobody reacted] he added, "Bah! You wild fox ghosts!"
A monk inquired, "Well, how about your intention [of saying it], Master?"
The Master said, "Mr. Zhang drinks wine, and Mr. Li gets drunk."

Zen Master Yunmen #200

Master Yunmen cited a national teacher who had said, "Talking about 'gradual': going against the ordinary accords with the Dao. Talking about 'immediate': there's not even the hint of a trace."
Master Yunmen said, "The actions of picking up the mallet, raising the whisk, or snapping the fingers—come on, scrutinize them all! They too are not yet without any trace."

Zen Master Yunmen #201

Once the Master held up his staff and said, "The whole universe, the earth, killing and giving life: all is in [this staff] here."
A monk then asked, "What about killing?"
The Master replied, "A total mess!"
The monk went on, "And how about giving life?"
The Master said, "[If] you want to be a rice steward…"
The monk continued, "What about when one neither kills nor gives life?"
The Master got up and exclaimed, "Oh Great Perfection of Wisdom!"

Zen Master Yunmen #202

The Master once said, "Meeting someone means nothing other than applying [awakening] while on the way."
Then he held up his staff and said, "The staff is not the way. Neither is talk."

Zen Master Yunmen #203

Master Yunmen cited [the words], "The Dharma body eats rice, and the empty phantom body is nothing other than the Dharma body."
The Master said, "The whole universe and the earth: Where are they? The various things cannot be gotten hold of — yet you gobble these empty [things] into your emptiness. How about investigating this? Gee, I used to think there must be something to this kind of talk!"

Zen Master Yunmen #204

Once, the Master said, "In our tradition there is total freedom; one kills or gives life as the occasion requires."
A monk asked, "How about 'killing'?"
The Master said, "Winter has gone and spring come."
The monk said, "What is it like when winter has gone and spring come?"
The Master said, "Then you're making a lot of noise and ramble in all four directions of the compass with a staff across your shoulders!"

Zen Master Yunmen #205

Addressing the assembly, Master Yunmen said:
"I let you say it any way you like, but you're not yet a descendant of our tradition. Even if you were one, it would just be noise made by a hot bowl. The teachings in the twelve divisions of all three Buddhist vehicles are sleep talk, and so is Bodhidharma's coming from the West. Now if some old venerables found monasteries to explain the Buddhist teaching for the benefit of the people, there would be nothing wrong in taking a sharp sword and killing a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand of them!"
He added, "Gee, I used to think there must be something to this kind of talk!"

Zen Master Yunmen #206

One day the Master said, "Picking up the mallet and raising the whisk, snapping one's fingers and raising one's eyebrows, questioning and answering — all this does not match the teaching tradition of 'going beyond.'"
A monk asked, "How about the teaching tradition of 'going beyond?'"
The Master replied, "[Even] the families of Jambu could all answer this. But when you're for example sitting in an animated town district, do the pieces of pork that are displayed on the tables in the morning, and the vermin in the privy, hold conversations about transcending the Buddha and going beyond the founders?"
The monk said, "I wouldn't say that they do."
The Master exclaimed, "You wouldn't say that they do! If they do hold such discussions, simply saying 'they do' will not do; and if they don't hold discussions, saying 'they don't' will not do either. Such words and even what you have yourself experienced, I say this straight out, have not made it: your view is biased."

Zen Master Yunmen #207

Once the Master said, "I used to say that all sounds are the Buddha's voice, all shapes are the Buddha's form, and that the whole world is the Dharma body. Thus I quite pointlessly produced views that fit into the category of 'Buddhist teaching.' Right now, when I see a staff, I just call it 'staff,' and when I see a house, I just call it 'house.'"

Zen Master Yunmen #208

Master Yunmen once said, "It creates without creating, and it uses without using."
Then he held up his staff and said, "This isn't using without using. What is it that you call a 'staff'?"

Zen Master Yunmen #209

The Master brought up the saying:
All worthies without exception go by the law of wuwei — yet they do have differentiation.
The Master added, "This staff is not the teaching of wuwei; nothing whatsoever is the teaching of wuwei."

Zen Master Yunmen #210

Addressing the assembly, Master Yunmen said:
"Though you may have attained freedom from being obstructed by anything you encounter and managed to reach the emptiness of words, phrases, and all entities — the realization that mountains, rivers, and the earth are but concepts, and that concepts cannot be grasped either — and [even if] you are equipped with so-called samadhi and the 'sea of [original] nature,' it still is nothing but waves churning round and round without any wind. Even if you forget [dualistic] knowledge in awakening — awakening is nothing other than buddha-nature—and are called 'a man without concern,' you still must realize that everything hinges on a single thing: going beyond!

Zen Master Yunmen #211

Once the Master said, "There is nothing whatsoever that does not explain the Buddhist teaching. Striking the bell or beating the drum is no exception. If this is the case, nothing will be [Buddhist teaching], and nothing will not be."
He added, "One should not assert that when one speaks, it is [the Buddhist teaching], and that when one doesn't speak, it isn't. Even what I just said has not quite made it. Well, as long as it benefits people, it may be okay…."

Zen Master Yunmen #212

One day the Master put on his long robe and said, "I'm shaking off the Dharma body."
Nobody answered.
The Master said, "Ask me!"
So a monk asked, "What does shaking off the Dharma body mean?"
The Master replied, "I see, you're getting to the point!"

Zen Master Yunmen #213

Master Yunmen cited the following story by Xuansha:
The old venerables everywhere keep talking about making use of anything to guide sentient beings. If all of a sudden they encountered someone with the three illnesses, how would they deal with him? Since he is blind, he won't see their picking up the gavel and raising the whisk. Since he is deaf, he won't hear their most eloquent words. And since he is mute, they may want him to speak, but he cannot. So how would they deal with him? If they cannot guide him, then the Buddhist teaching has no spiritual use.
A monk asked Yunmen for instruction. The Master said, "Bow, will you!" The monk bowed and rose. Yunmen poked at him with his staff, and the monk drew back. Yunmen remarked, "Well, you're not blind." Then he told the monk to come closer again. When the monk stepped in front of him, he said, "And you're not deaf." Then Yunmen held up his staff and asked, "Do you understand?" The monk said, "I don't." And Yunmen remarked, "Neither are you mute." At this the monk attained insight.

Zen Master Yunmen #214

Master Yunmen mentioned the following ancient saying:
The moment a word is brought up, the world is completely contained in it.
The Master said, "Well, tell me, what word is it?"
He answered himself, "When the birds sing in springtime, they do so on the western mountain range."
Then the Master told a monk to ask him.
The monk asked, "What is that word?"
The Master said, "Hic!"

Zen Master Yunmen #215

Master Yunmen quoted a saying by Mazu:
All words belong to the school of Kanadeva; it considers just these to be the principal.
Master Yunmen said, "An excellent saying! Only, nobody questions me about it."
A monk then asked, "What about the school of Kanadeva?"
Master Yunmen replied, "You belong to the lowest of all ninety-six kinds [of heretics] in India!"

Zen Master Yunmen #216

Master Yunmen quoted Dharma teacher [Seng] Zhao's words:
All individual entities (dharmas) are without difference — [yet] one must not stretch the duck's [legs] and shorten the crane's, level the peaks and fill up the valleys, and then think that they are not different!
Master Yunmen said, "The long is by nature long, the short by nature short."
Again, the Master said, "A thing occupies its position, and its mundane aspect always remains."
Then he held up his staff and said, "This staff is not a thing that always remains, is it?"

Zen Master Yunmen #217

Master Yunmen mentioned an old saying: "Even a single thought contains perfect wisdom."
The Master held up his staff and said, "The whole universe is on top of this staff. If you can penetrate it, there isn't any staff in sight either. Even so, you'd still be in bad shape."

Zen Master Yunmen #218

Master Yunmen related [the legend according to which] the Buddha, immediately after his birth, pointed with one hand to heaven and with the other to earth, walked a circle in seven steps, looked at the four quarters, and said, "Above heaven and under heaven, I alone am the Honored One."
The Master said, "Had I witnessed this at the time, I would have knocked him dead with one stroke and fed him to the dogs in order to bring about peace on earth!"

Zen Master Yunmen #219

Master Yunmen related the following story:
Changqing asked the Genius, "The Buddhist teachings say that sentient beings use it every day yet do not know it. The Confucian texts also state that one uses it daily yet does not know it. Now what is that which one does not know?" The Genius replied, "One does not know the Great Way."
Master Yunmen said, "Exactly, he doesn't know!"

Zen Master Yunmen #220

Master Yunmen mentioned that Changqing had seized his staff and said, "If you're able to know this [staff], your life's study is accomplished."
The Master said, "You're able to — so why don't you leave it at that?"

Zen Master Yunmen #221

Master Yunmen mentioned the following anecdote:
When Yunyan was sweeping the floor, Daowu said to him, "What good is so much petty effort?"
Yunyan replied, "You ought to know that there is one who doesn't [make such a useless effort]!"
Daowu said, "Well, that's already a second moon!"
Yunyan held up the broom and said, "Which moon is this?"
Daowu shook his sleeves and went out.
Master Yunmen remarked, "When a slave meets his peer, they commiserate each other."

Zen Master Yunmen #222

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "Are Korea and China the same or different?"
Master Yunmen answered on behalf of the monk, "The Monks' Hall, the Buddha Hall, the kitchen pantry, the main gate."

Zen Master Yunmen #223

In the hall, Master Yunmen said:
"Tell me, what level of activity is it when the old buddhas do it with the pillars?"
Nobody answered.
The Master said, "Ask me, I'll tell you!"
A monk asked [what level of function it was], and the Master answered, "One silk sash: thirty in cash."
In place of the first words [about buddhas and pillars], the Master said, "When clouds gather on South Mountain, rain falls on North Mountain."
The monk went on inquiring, "How about 'one silk sash: thirty in cash'?"
The Master replied, "It's a deal!"

Zen Master Yunmen #224

One day Master Yunmen said, "What is it that you deliberate about and concentrate upon?"
In place of the monks, Master Yunmen answered, "Salt is expensive, rice is cheap."

Zen Master Yunmen #225

Once Master Yunmen said, "What is accomplished when one has mentioned the two words 'Buddha' and 'Dharma'?"
He answered in place of the audience, "Dead frogs!"

Zen Master Yunmen #226

One day Master Yunmen said, "The ancient ones faced the wall and shut the gate. But could they break through [this] in here?"
In place of his audience, Yunmen said, "What a dry piece of shit is [this] in here!"
He added, "One."

Zen Master Yunmen #227

Master Yunmen entered the Dharma Hall, and when the assembly had gathered and settled down, he said:
"There's a big mistake; check it out most thoroughly."
He said in place of the monks, "[For this] there's no need for someone else."

Zen Master Yunmen #228

The Master once asked a monk, "How are you doing?"
In place of the monk he replied, "I'm hungry!"

Zen Master Yunmen #229

Instructing the assembly, Master Yunmen said:
"It is mentioned once and is not talked about anymore. How about that which is mentioned once?"
He continued, "If you're not in accord with it, seek some way in! Even having buddhas numberless as specks of dust on your tongue and the holy teachings of the entire Buddhist canons under your feet is nowhere near as good as awakening! Now is there anyone who is awakened? Come forward and try expressing it!"
In place of the silent assembly he said, "That's what you're faced with when you have children."
With regard to the first words (about bringing it up once) he said in place of his listeners, "Though the capital Changan is pleasant, [it is not a place for a long stay]."

Zen Master Yunmen #230

While picking tea, the Master said, "Picking tea is tiresome. Come on, ask me a question!"
When nobody responded, he continued, "If you can't say anything, recite the ABC. And if you're not up to that, trace characters!"
In place of the silent audience, he said, "Might be worth a try…."
Responding to the first words ["picking tea is tiresome"], he said in place of his audience, "I toil, yet it doesn't come to anything."

Zen Master Yunmen #231

In the hall, the Master raised his staff and said, "Hey, look! The entire cosmos is shaking, all at once!" Then he descended from his seat.
In place of the silent audience he said, "Heave-ho!"

Zen Master Yunmen #232

Once Master Yunmen said, "What is a statement that does not fool people?"
In place of his listeners he said, "Don't tell me that this was one that did!"

Zen Master Yunmen #233

One day the Master said, "When you exert your whole strength, what do you say?"
In place of the monks, Yunmen said, "Five sesame buns and three bowls of tea!"

Zen Master Yunmen #234

Once the Master asked, "What is the question that lays it all out?"
In place of the asked monk, Yunmen answered, "Whack the monk next to me!"

Zen Master Yunmen #235

Once, when the Master had finished talking, he stood up, banged his staff down on his meditation chair, and said, "With so many word-creepers up to now, what place will I be banished to? Clever chaps understand, but stupid ones are being completely fooled by me."
Instead of the listeners, the Master said, "Putting frost on top of snow."

Zen Master Yunmen #236

Once the Master said, "The Buddhist teaching does not need to be fixed in words; [but tell me,] what is most valuable in the world?"
In place of his listeners, Yunmen said, "Don't tell me this is dime-a-dozen!"
He added, "A dry piece of shit!"

Zen Master Yunmen #237

Addressing the assembly, Master Yunmen said:
"Look, look! I got killed!"
Pretending to collapse, he said, "Do you understand?"

Zen Master Yunmen #238

One day the Master said, "I entangle myself in words with you every day; I can't go on till the night. Come on, ask me a question right here and now!"
In place of his listeners, Master Yunmen said, "I'm just afraid that Reverend Yunmen won't answer."

Zen Master Yunmen #239

Once the Master said, "What is the one phrase under your very feet?"
Instead of his audience he said, "Is there one?"

Zen Master Yunmen #240

One day the Master said, "I'm not asking you about putting aside [the ultimate truth of] the Buddha Dharma. But is there someone here who knows about conventional truth?"
In place of his audience he said, "If I say there is such a thing I'll be arrested by the Reverend Yunmen."

Zen Master Yunmen #241

Once Master Yunmen said, "When Bodhidharma came from the West, why did he have trouble getting successors?"
In place of the silent audience he said, "Oh, come off it!"

Zen Master Yunmen #242

When the Master had once finished talking, he stood up and said, "If tonight you understand it all, get up early, seize a sword, and lop off my head: that will be the end of my chatter!" Then he pulled up his robe, shook it, and said, "How about this?"
In place of a monk he said, "I must not let you down, Master."

Zen Master Yunmen #243

Addressing the assembly, Master Yunmen said:
"I'm not asking you about before the fifteenth day; try to say something about after the fifteenth day!"
Yunmen himself answered on behalf of the listeners, "Every day is a good day!"

Zen Master Yunmen #244

In the Dharma Hall, the Master was silent for a long time and then said:
"I'm making a terrible fool of myself." With that he left his seat.
In place of the monks he said, "Aha, not just us!"

Zen Master Yunmen #245

Once the Master cited a man of old who had said,
Each and every person has the radiant light — [yet] when it is looked at, it is not seen: dark and obscure. What about that radiant light?
On behalf of the silent audience he said, "The kitchen pantry, the main gate."
He added, "I'd rather have nothing!"

Zen Master Yunmen #246

At a donated meal the Master asked a monk, "Forget about all the phrases that you've ever learned in the monasteries and tell me, how does my food taste?"
On behalf of the silent monks he said, "There's too little salt and vinegar on the vegetables."

Zen Master Yunmen #247

Once he said, "Just you, all of you, are on pilgrimage and must know that there is a way in. Now is there anyone who is able to express it in words? Come forward and try saying it!"
On behalf of the silent audience he said, "I, too, shouldn't let the Master down."

Zen Master Yunmen #248

The Master said to the assembly:
"Within, there is a jewel. It is hidden inside the human body."
He said, "I pick up the lantern inside the Buddha Hall and place the main monastery gate on top of it. How about that?"
As no one answered he replied on behalf of the audience, "If one chases after things, one's intentions are swept along."
He added, "The thunder rolls, and clouds are gathering."

Zen Master Yunmen #249

Master Yunmen addressed the assembly, saying:
"I don't want any words from our tradition. [Now tell me in your own words,] what is 'self' in the teaching of our patriarchal school?"
In their place he simply extended both hands.

Zen Master Yunmen #250

When a monk came for instruction, the Master lifted his robe and said, "If you can put it in words, you fall into the trap of my robe. If you cannot, then you're sitting in a demon's cave. What do you do?"
He answered on behalf of the monk, "I'm exhausted."

Zen Master Yunmen #251

Once Master Yunmen asked, "What's wrong with someone who is in the dark about himself?"
He answered on behalf of the silent monks, "That ought not to be a problem for a great man!"

Zen Master Yunmen #252

One day Master Yunmen said, "If you're sitting [in the meditation hall] underneath your robe and bowl, I'm tying you up deadly. And if you come running up [to the Dharma Hall], I have you run to death. What is a phrase that'll get you out of this fix?"
He said on behalf of the listeners, "Quick!"

Zen Master Yunmen #253

Once the Master said, "In the lands of all ten directions there is nothing but the teaching of the unique vehicle. Tell me, is your self inside or outside the teaching of the unique vehicle?"
On behalf of the silent audience he said, "Come in!"
He added, "There you are!"

Zen Master Yunmen #254

One day he said, "You take being as being. How can you avoid that?"
On behalf of the monks he said, "Tough luck!"

Zen Master Yunmen #255

Once Master Yunmen said, "It's so difficult to find out where the problem lies!"
On behalf of the monks he said, "Find out!"

Zen Master Yunmen #256

The Master once said, "Do you see?"
He answered himself, "I see."
He went on, "What do you see?"
On behalf of those present he replied, "A flower."

Zen Master Yunmen #257

One day he said, "It's eleven days since you entered the summer meditation period. Well, have you gained an entry? What do you say?"
On behalf of the monks he replied, "Tomorrow is the twelfth."

Zen Master Yunmen #258

Once Master Yunmen mentioned an ancient's saying:
What enters by the gate is not your home treasure.
Then Yunmen asked, "What about the gate?"
He answered on behalf of the monks, "Even if I were able to say it, it would be of no use."

Zen Master Yunmen #259

The Master once said, "I'm not asking you for verbal teachings of our tradition. This is heaven. That is earth." Pointing to himself he said, "This is me." Pointing to the pillar he said, "That's a pillar. What is Buddhist teaching?"
On behalf of the silent audience he said, "That's very difficult, too…."

Zen Master Yunmen #260

One day Master Yunmen said, "People learning the Buddhist teaching are numerous like sand grains on the River Ganges. Come on, make a statement from the tips of the hundred weeds!"
On behalf of the silent assembly he said, "All!"

Zen Master Yunmen #261

Once Master Yunmen said, "I want to be told neither about before today nor about after today: come on, tell me something just about today!"
On behalf of the audience he said, "Now's the time!"

Zen Master Yunmen #262

One day Master Yunmen said, "Come on, pose me a question outside the Buddhist teaching!"
On behalf of the monks he replied, "Even one is too much."

Zen Master Yunmen #263

When Master Yunmen saw a monk come to visit him, he struck a blow on a pillar and said, "You came in here to deceive me!"
On behalf of the monk he answered, "[Lucky me,] he only hit the pillar."
Master Yunmen whacked the monk and said, "Letting off steam for other people's benefit."

Zen Master Yunmen #264

The Master asked a monk, "Where have you been?"
The monk replied, "I've been harvesting tea."
The Master asked, "Do people pick the tea, or does the tea pick people?"
The monk had no answer.
In his place, Master Yunmen answered, "The Master has said it all; there's nothing I can add."

Zen Master Yunmen #265

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "Are you the monastery's repairman?"
The monk said yes.
The Master said, "The whole universe is a house. How about the master of the house?"
The monk had no answer.
The Master said, "Ask me, I'll tell you."
The monk asked, and the Master replied, "He has passed away."
On behalf of the monk he replied to the first question, "How many people has he deceived?"

Zen Master Yunmen #266

The Master asked a monk, "Where do you come from?"
The monk replied, "I have paid my respects to [the Sixth Patriarch's] stupa."
The Master inquired, "What did he tell you?"
The monk asked back, "What do you say, Master?"
Master Yunmen said, "And I was under the impression that you're a clever lad!"
The monk had no answer.
Master Yunmen replied on the monk's behalf, "I only did what's right and proper!"

Zen Master Yunmen #267

The Master asked a monk, "Do you see the lantern?"
The monk replied, "I can't see it anymore."
The Master said, "The monkey is attached to a pillar."
Yunmen replied in place of the monk, "I'm deeply grateful to receive the profound heart of your Buddhist teaching, Master."
To the first question he replied on behalf of the monk, "I'd rather have nothing!"

Zen Master Yunmen #268

At a meal Master Yunmen asked a monk, "The broth gets absorbed by the rice and the rice by the broth. Where lies the problem? If you can tell, we'll discuss it further."
The monk had no answer.
The Master replied in place of the monk, "Good broth, good rice."
He added, "Don't say that [this is talk by a] reverend in a frog's hole."

Zen Master Yunmen #269

When Master Yunmen saw the characters that mean "dragon treasury," he asked a monk, "What is it that can come out of the dragon's treasury?"
The monk had no answer.
The Master said, "Ask me, I'll tell you!"
So the monk asked, and the Master replied, "What comes out is a dead frog."
On behalf of the [baffled] monk he said, "A fart!"
Again, he said, "Steam breads and steam cookies."

Zen Master Yunmen #270

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "Where do you come from?"
The monk replied, "From the Chen district [in Hunan]."
The Master asked, "And where did you spend your summer [period of monastic practice]?"
The monk: "At Master Xichan's."
Yunmen inquired, "What teaching does he expound?"
The monk opened his hands and let them dangle on both sides.
The Master struck him.
The monk said, "I'm [still] speaking!"
The Master opened his hands.
The monk had no response.
The Master struck him and chased him out.
In place of the monk he said, "I'm going, I am!"

Zen Master Yunmen #271

The Master asked a monk who was reading a Buddhist scripture, "What's the title on the cover?"
The monk held up the scripture.
The Master said, "I've got that, too!"
The monk said, "Since you've got it, why do you ask?"
The Master replied, "How can I help [asking]?"
The monk inquired, "What's the problem?"
The Master said, "You don't notice the stench of your own shit!"
In place of the [dumbfounded] monk, Yunmen retorted, "Today I noticed that for the first time!"
He added, "Deshan's staff and Zihu's dog!"
And further, "Reverend, this question of yours is dead-clever!"

Zen Master Yunmen #272

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "An old man said, 'In the realm of nondualism there is not the slightest obstacle between self and other.' What about Japan and Korea in this context?"
The monk said, "They are not different."
The Master remarked, "You go to hell."
In place [of the monk, Yunmen] said, "One must not produce hell-views."
He added, "How can one get the jewel and return?"

Zen Master Yunmen #273

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?"
The monk said, "From Chadu [in Jiangxi province]."
Yunmen inquired, "Where have you practiced during the summer?"
The monk replied, "In the Baoci monastery in Hunan province."
Yunmen asked, "And when did you leave there?"
The monk answered, "In August."
Master Yunmen remarked, "I spare you the three score blows of the staff [that you deserve]."
The next day the monk came to see the Master and said to him, "Yesterday I was spared sixty blows by you, Master, but I have no idea what I was guilty of."
The Master cried, "You rice bag! Jiangxi, Hunan, and you still go on this way?!"
At these words the monk had the great awakening. Then he said, "Hereafter I'll go to a place where there are no human hearths and will build myself a grass hut. I won't grow a single grain of rice nor store a single bunch of vegetables, and I will receive the sages that will come and go from all directions. I'll pull out the nails and pegs for them, tear off their greasy hats, strip off their stinking jackets, and I'll see to it that they get clean and free and become [real] patch-robed monks. Isn't this superb?"
Yunmen shot back, "You rice bag! You're the size of a coconut yet you open such a big mouth!"

Zen Master Yunmen #274

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "Are you going to gather firewood today?"
The monk said, "Yes."
The Master said, "An ancient has said, 'Even if you don't see a single object, your eyeball is there.'"
While gathering firewood, [Master Yunmen] threw down a piece of wood and said, "All Buddhist scriptures explain just this."

Zen Master Yunmen #275

The Master asked a monk, "Are you reading the Diamond Sutra?"
The monk replied, "Yes."
Quoting this scripture the Master said,
All objects (dharmas) are no-objects; just this is called "all objects."
Then he held up his fan and said, "You call this a fan. That's a concept. I hold it up — but where is it? What good is it to be overwhelmed by delusive thoughts from morning till night?"

Zen Master Yunmen #276

When Master Yunmen once saw a monk reading a scripture he said, "To read scriptures, one must be equipped with the scripture-reading eye. The lantern, the pillar, and the entire Buddhist canon lack nothing."
Holding up his staff, he continued, "The entire Buddhist canon is right on the tip of this staff. Come on, where do you see a single dot? Yet [the canon] is wide open:
Thus I have heard: The lands in all ten directions, encompassing the worlds as numerous as grains of sands…

Zen Master Yunmen #277

Master Yunmen asked a monk, "Who made this sesame bread?"
The monk held it up.
The Master said, "Put that aside; that's something you've learned on the meditation platform. Who made this sesame bread?"
The monk said, "Master, you had better not deceive me!"
The Master said, "You numskull!"

Zen Master Yunmen #278

Yunmen first called on Chan master Muzhou Daozong. The moment Muzhou saw Yunmen approach, he shut the door. Thereupon Yunmen knocked at the door, and Muzhou asked, "Who is it?"
Yunmen replied, "It's me!"
Muzhou asked, "What are you here for?"
Yunmen said, "I am not yet clear about myself. Please, Master, give me guidance!"
Muzhou opened the door, cast one glance, shut it again, and withdrew.
In this manner Yunmen went to knock at the door on three consecutive days. On the third day, when Muzhou set out to open the door, Yunmen forced his way in. Muzhou seized him and said, "Say it, say it!"
Yunmen hesitated.
Muzhou pushed him out, saying, "Utterly useless stuff."
Through this Yunmen attained awakening.

Zen Master Yunmen #279

When Yunmen arrived at the village at the foot of Mt. Xuefeng, he met a monk whom he asked, "Will the reverend go up the mountain today?"
The monk said yes, and Yunmen said, "I entrust you with a case to ask abbot Xuefeng, but you must not say that these are someone else's words!"
The monk consented, and Yunmen continued, "After your arrival at the monastery you will see the abbot take the high seat in the Dharma Hall to give a formal sermon. As soon as the assembly has gathered, go forward and say at once, 'Hey, old lad, why don't you rid yourself of the iron cangue around your neck?'"
The monk followed Yunmen's instructions exactly. When Xuefeng heard the monk talk like this he descended from his seat, blocked his chest, seized him, and said, "Tell me, tell me, quick!"
When the monk did not answer Xuefeng let him loose and said, "The words you said were not yours." The monk insisted that they were. But when Xuefeng said, "Attendant, bring me a rope and a stick, will you!" the monk admitted, "They were not my words but those of a monk from Zhejiang down in the village. He instructed me to come and say what I said." Xuefeng said, "You of the assembly, go to the village and welcome this spiritual guide of five hundred persons!"
The following day Yunmen ascended the mountain. As soon as Xuefeng saw him, he asked, "What enabled you to reach such a state?" Yunmen lowered his head. After this they were like two matching pieces of a tally.

Zen Master Yunmen #280

A monk asked, "What is that which goes beyond the Dharma body?"
Master Yunmen replied, "It's all very well for you to talk about 'beyond.' But what do you mean by 'Dharma body'?"
"Please, Master, consider [what I asked]!"
Yunmen said, "Well, let's leave considerations aside for now. How does the Dharma body speak?"
"Like this, like this!"
Yunmen remarked, "That's something you could cook up on the long [meditation] bench. Let me ask you, can the Dharma body eat rice?"
The monk was speechless.

Zen Master Yunmen #281

Master Sushan said to his assembly, "Before the Xiantong years, I could understand only what is at the margin of the body of teaching (Dharma body). Since the Xiantong years, I am able to understand that which goes beyond the Dharma body."
Yunmen asked, "I heard you say that before the Xiantong years, you could understand only what is at the margin of the Dharma body and that after the Xiantong years you could understand that which goes beyond the Dharma body. Is that correct?"
Sushan said yes.
Yunmen asked, "So what is at the margin of the Dharma body?"
Sushan replied, "Withered camellias."
Yunmen: "And what is beyond the Dharma body?"
Sushan answered, "No withered camellias."
Yunmen asked, "May I explain the reason?"
Sushan said, "Go ahead!"
Yunmen said, "Withered camellias reveal what is at the margin of the Dharma body, and no withered camellias reveal what is beyond the Dharma body, don't they?"
Sushan replied, "Yes, they do."
Yunmen asked, "But the Dharma body embraces everything, doesn't it?"
Sushan answered, "How wouldn't it?"
Yunmen pointed at a water pitcher and said, "Does the Dharma body embrace this?"
Sushan said, "Monk, don't just understand what is at the margin of the water pitcher!"
Yunmen bowed.

Zen Master Yunmen #282

Yunmen visited Caoshan. Caoshan instructed his community as follows: "People everywhere all just adopt set patterns. Why don't you tell them a turning phrase in order to make them get rid of their doubt?"
Yunmen asked Caoshan, "Why is it that one does not know of the existence of that which is most immediate?"
Caoshan: "Just because it is the most immediate!"
Yunmen: "And how can one become truly intimate with it?"
Caoshan: "By not turning toward it."
Yunmen: "But can one know the most immediate if one does not face it?"
Caoshan: "It's then that one knows it best."
Yunmen consented: "Exactly, exactly!"

Zen Master Yunmen #283

Yunmen asked Caoshan, "What is the practice of a monk?"
Caoshan replied, "Eating rice from the monastery fields."
Yunmen said, "And if one does just that?"
Caoshan replied, "Can you really eat it?"
Yunmen said, "Yes, I can."
Caoshan: "How do you do that?"
Yunmen: "What is difficult about putting on clothes and eating rice?"
Caoshan said, "Why don't you say that you're wearing a hide and have horns [like an animal]?"
Yunmen bowed.

Zen Master Yunmen #284

When Master Yunmen went to see Tiantong, Tiantong said, "Have you managed to settle it?"
Master Yunmen asked back, "What are you saying, Reverend?"
Tiantong replied, "If you haven't understood, then you're involved in all that is in front of you."
Master Yunmen said, "If you have understood, then you're involved in all that is in front of you!"

Zen Master Yunmen #285

Yunmen said to Ganfeng, "Teacher, I request an answer!"
Ganfeng asked, "Have you come to me yet?"
Yunmen replied, "So I'm late."
Ganfeng said, "Oh, is that so? Is that so?"
Yunmen shot back, "I always thought you were a crook, but now I realize you're even worse!"

